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Abstract

This article aimed to (1) develop Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) lesson
plans to enhance Thai reading skills and Thai cultural understanding among learners of Thai as a
foreign language and (2) examine learners’ Thai reading skills and Thai cultural understanding
after the implementation of the CLIL-based instruction. The study employed a classroom action
research design, using CLIL as the conceptual framework. The participants were 13 international
students enrolled in the Thai Language and Culture Program at the Language Institute, Chiang Mai
University, in the 2024 academic vyear, selected through purposive sampling. Research
instruments included (1) CLIL-based lesson plans and (2) a Thai reading and cultural understanding
test. Data were analyzed using mean, standard deviation, percentage, and t-test statistics. The
findings showed that: 1) the lesson plans demonstrated a high level of content validity, with an
overall Item—Objective Congruence (I0C) index of 0.96; and 2) students’ Thai reading skills and
Thai cultural understanding significantly improved after the CLIL-based instruction at the 0.05
level. These results suggest that the integration of content and language through CLIL effectively
enhances both linguistic competence and cultural literacy in Thai language education.
Keywords: Content and Language Integrated Learning; Reading skills;  Thai  cultural

understanding; Thai as a foreign language
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