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Abstract

This research aimed to examine the development and
process of managing traditional customs by local communities. It
also investigated the mechanism for managing transnational migrant
workers of local communities in traditional customs. The qualitative
data were collected through the interview and group discussion. The
scope of the study was limited in the province of Mukdahan,
northeastern Thailand.

The study shows that traditional customs are a natural
channel through which Thai and Lao peoples travel regularly to visit
their relatives. Since the government reform from 1975-1989, the Lao
People's Democratic Republic saw tremendous changes in its regime.
People crossing the Mekong River are filled with fear due to stricter

immigration control. In 1987, Thailand had the policy of turning the
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battlefield into the trade centre, which promoted the border
economy and improved relationship between Thailand and Laos
through the traditional customs. It was later referred to as the boating
hub where the government allowed boat docking for such purposes
as visiting relatives, receiving medical treatment, and purchasing
certain goods. For these purposes of boat docking, many government
agencies stepped in to administer the boat docking hub or the
traditional customs and control over the border area. Such
administrations are mainly based on relationship system, negotiation,
flexibility, and interdependence as relatives. The influx of people,
capitals, and workers in the area are beyond control by border
regulations. Such trends result in misconduct of the regulations and
unclear practice. In the meantime, the traditional customs have still
played a crucial role in the regional economy, society and culture,
which people in both banks of Mekong, are interdependent. The
networking mechanism of the traditional customs is thus considered
a societal benefit for Thai and Lao peoples to use the border area
to foster their relationship. This mechanism also leads to the
management of traditional customs through the process of
community control to establish the management system based on
the cultural dimension of border control.

Keyword : traditional customs, boat docking hub, transnational

migrant workers, Border control
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