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Abstract

The purpose of this article was to study the background and role
play of god characters in Thai dramatic work focusing on literatures and
performances. In this study, research instruments were reviewing books,
textbooks, thesis, articles, literatures, and dramatic work dialogues and
interviewing. The data were then analyzed in order to find the background
and role play pf gods in Thai dramatic work. It was found that gods were
a eroup of performers as appeared in the performances of a lot of Thai
dramatic work that had the backeround and specific role play based on
3 groups of beliefs: 1) gods in dramatic work from beliefs of Hinduism
religion that received the influence from Ramakien, the great epic poems
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of India, which could be divided into 5 groups of gods, namely high gods,
secondary gods, angels, servant deities, and demon gods, 2) gods in
dramatic work from beliefs of Buddhism religion that received the influence
from Jataka tales which had the Indra god as the leader of all gods, and
3) gods in dramatic work from ancient beliefs which received the influence
from narratives, tales, and folktales as appeared in the form of local spirit
that later on took the name from Indian gods to call which also related
to their miracle powers. Apart from appearing in Khon performance
and Lakorn stories, gods in Thai dramatic work were still found in dance
performing, Rabam, and royal playing in a short episode also.

Keywords: ¢od characters, Thai dramatic work
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“Indra Sang Sinxay rise from the abyss,”
by Phantoorak, 2020, https://www.facebook.com/Guy Phantoorak.
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“Grandfather in the story of Phra Lo when the Lord calls the chicken,”
by Ketsuriong, 2013, https://www.bloggang.com/data/r/rouenrarai/picture.
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“Royal traditional performances in the theatrical cerebrate (Ra Beng),”
by Matichon, 2018, https://www.matichon.co.th.
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Adapted from “Khon story of the Asura Songkhram, Amritthara Intrathirat
series at National Theater,” by The Fine Art Department, 2020,
https://www.facebook.com/finearts.
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