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Abstract
The purposes of this research were to investigate the meanings
of the auspicious animal patterns on clothing of Fuk Luk Sau statues and
explore how the meanings of these patterns were related to the statues.
In this research, the fieldwork was conducted. Thirty-six samples of the
Chinese auspicious animal patterns toward clothing of the Fuk Luk Sau
statues derived from Jiangxi or Kangsai were collected for the study.

The results suggested that the auspicious animal patterns consisted of
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dragons, cranes, lions, bats, and kirins. There were types of the images
of dragons on Fuk statues: fairy tale dragons, dragon line drawings, and
dragons in circles. They conveyed the meaning of high prestige and great
power over other matters in the world. Meanwhile, cranes and lions on
Luk statues symbolized prosperous life. Besides, bats and kirins appeared
on Sau statues. There were two types of bats, including ancient bats and
bat line drawings. The bats represented longevity and the five concepts
of happiness: happiness, longevity, wealth, holding good morals, and
passing with peace. Finally, the pictures of kirins demonstrated animals in
the Chinese mythology. They were unique as they had unusual character
contributing Chinese people to believe that they were sacred and able
to eliminate evils and demons. Therefore, the auspicious animal patterns
on clothing of Fuk Luk Sau statues can convey the grand wishes, perfectly
corresponding to the meanings of the Fuk Luk Sau statues.

Keywords: Fuk Luk Sau, auspicious animal patterns, meaning
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