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Abstract

This research paper aimed to study and analyze the characteristics
of prayer as an important motif that appeared in Nirat Literature of the
Ayutthaya Period and to analyze the meaning of “the Journey of life”
reflected in prayer motif through those literary works. In this study,
content analysis was employed. The scope of study focused on 9 Nirat
Literature which were founded in the same period of Ayutthaya. The results
revealed that there were 2 types of prayer’s characteristics: 1) prayer for

oneself and one’s beloved and 2) prayer for others. Besides, the prayer
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motif reflected human determination in the “Journey of life” in 2 related
dimensions: 1) Physical dimension was the journeys of this life which were
mostly related to complete the assigned missions successfully. In this
dimension, the prayer held the keys to recover from their emotional pain
and give the hope for safe journey and mission accomplishment. This
dimension focused on happiness in secular level. 2) Spiritual dimension
was the journeys of the learnt and experienced mind from the outside
journeys which resulted in raising one’s spirit to higher mental state. This
dimension focused on happiness in religious level.

Keywords: prayer, Nirat literature, Thai literature in Ayutthaya Period,

journey of life, physical and spiritual dimensions
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“Us1a” o1afiarsanaugUdniilade Wumn3en wladn [Uaon,
sNTEIY, UTIA90 %539 UsIA919A273%39 (Royal Institute of Thailand, 2013,
p. 637) fe1 3dHSenUszAm (Genre) TenissuARTldudsiawiuLanIAIy
p1dwesaifiAna N swdansinangifuiisn tssueddnausngadusn
luasivoysen wasuddyiiidedesdo lnamamauia, Masalaaiy,
lnasdniamsnyty’ Tuasfoeyseimoudu fodumudoutuay Sadusuuuy
fidsdvinaneassuniluaionds dugudl Ruengruglikit (2004, p. 577) na1ai
- 9suARadveysemaUNaTN allteyseneuUany
waratioSmilnauniuiades Wilddamuiinmuiaulng
Fouwuuiomvensiuniatenyeaioyseinoudy ..
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snafasionseedogsemeuiuuissunituasiifina
Tz .

> TaasiisavinaudeudiauSeniunaiedens laawRnyde, dasww, laaadaudy (Pongsripian,
2019, p. 25)
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n1svelinszulsIual WIEHINY waznsEdaistisussimiaundlaniy
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sasnvesousoaeinuiefnsansiionasdlnegimids (Royal Institute of
Thailand, 2013, p. 1367) Fauandlviiiuinniseduguinifetostuanude
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History institute of Fine Arts Department, 2013, pp. 219-220) duluade
ogy5eN RaushssuaRadvegsemeuuAnumIsug Uiy fagldundegs
aruieiinulu leawamee uas Masialaasdu selud
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BgEamTaanul] w3d
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(Ketmankit, 1999, p. 144)
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