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Abstract

Mae Chaem’s status as a Lanna cultural space arises from the
negotiation of at least four social forces in Mae Chaem, namely the Lanna
localism, popular movement, civil society and Pracharat. This article aims to
examine the conditions and relations of the cultural struggle of Mae Chaem
people as "political space" that contributes to the social, cultural and
economic formation of the Mae Chaem community. This phenomenon
provides knowledge constitutions as well as the possibility for each network
group to interact in defining Mae Chaem District. The formation of the
popular movement and Lanna localism have made Mae Chaem a cultural
space and cultural tourist destination. The formation of social forces in Mae
Chaem, in relation to economic expansion and social activities in Mae Chaem
river basin communities, permits civil society groups to participate in the
movement based on Lanna localism. When the Lanna localism and the
popular movement were weakened, the civil society movement started to
borrow ideas and implement social practices based on Pacharat movement.
However, after the 2014 coup, the state has created Pracharat policy and
attracted civil society groups to participate in the formation of the Pracharat
movement. The entanglement of these four social forces has made Mae
Chaem a political field as evidenced in the social practices. This article thus
presents the continuity of social practices in Mae Chaem river basin
communities in relation to social structures, economic bases, and politics
from local to national levels.

Keywords: Mae Chaem, Social Forces, Construction of Society
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