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Abstract
This article aims to study the cultural ecology of humans and nature in
the western forest area of Thailand by analyzing photographs of Karen
mountain buffalo herding in Ban Wung Kasang, Village No. 10, Pong Nam
Ron Subdistrict, Khlong Lan District, Kamphaeng Phet Province, through the
framework of Roland Barthes’s concepts of “The Third Meaning”,
“Rhetoric of the Image”, and Pierre Bourdieu’s concepts related to
Cultural Capital and Habitus, by combining the image analysis unit and the
socio-cultural analysis unit to cover both the dimensions of the
photographs (symbols and meanings) and the social context (habitat and
cultural capital). Karen mountain buffalo herding is a long-held culture, in
which mountain buffaloes are not only pets but also symbols reflecting
the deep relationship between humans and nature, playing an important
role in the cultural ecosystem. The existence of mountain buffaloes and
the community’s ways of life depend on natural resources such as Khlong
Suan Mak and Huai Nam Khao, which are important water sources that
help maintain the balance between humans, animals, and the
environment in this area. Mountain buffalo herding is not just an economic
activity, but also has complex symbolic meanings. This is consistent with
Barthes’ concept of “The Third Meaning” and “Rhetoric of the Image”,
which reflects the cultural dimensions and deep relationships that cannot
be explained through direct description. The relationship between the
community and the mountain buffaloes represents a cultural process that
contains social meanings embedded in the Karen ways of life in terms of
Bourdieu’s theory. The “cultural capital” of the Karen community is
reflected in the raising of mountain buffaloes as a legacy passed down
from ancestors, which is a habitat deeply rooted in the community’s ways
of life and social practices. Raising buffaloes is a tool that connects people
with nature and is an example of cultural capital that is produced and re-
created through social processes and traditions that are important to the
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community. In addition, raising buffaloes is an important factor in
controlling forest growth by making forest areas more open. This allows
the growth of various plants, such as vegetables and mushrooms, that can
be found in season, which supports the community economy and
generates income. This reflects the profound cultural complexity and
coexistence between humans and nature.

Keywords: Mountain buffalo, Cultural image, People, Forest
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Figure 1. Conceptual Framework
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Tunendainnmshisenuezsunnvesasaenndssfuunuimminfivesniwly
doansunavuliidueisdondlsfnu lunsieseidyge nsuenuezay
wANANasERINEadanisiuiivansdsimusssufianudnduudedunis
wenuezdyyzeonduiudyyziuanunnedyys n15ieszilasaasiswes
nesninldiulalaedeuazedradussuy wazidnmalsunnisesungunum
fpennludsmy (Barthes & Suwiranon, 1995)

Uuod yifiwe (Pierre Bourdieu, 1930-2002) tinuSvandsaunie s
yinweausluiiein "auiufliR" (Practice theory) dufiuganseunufni
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Usenaunig 810%a (Habitus) Nun19inusssy (Cultural capital) N1396un
AULANFNY (Distinction) wagAINTULITsFydnual (Symbolic Violence)
Lfﬁlué’fu sUuunsideniuinusssuifianudiiusananmnslitinvosudas
wuttu Tnofdoulwmannvaned slusumuneTausssu (cultural capital)
Fednudundudeiilsinnsauansanesudy Tnenssuaumsumend
Ao 8dva (habitus) GO et ilsdnuil an1MuUANISNIEIv0IuYwe (The
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Anthropology Centre (public organization),
2023) Msesunedanuuay Tamsssurualuiimisng 4 vasyiAwotudaim
L%amimﬁuaEmLLBﬂiﬂi@@ﬂ&?ﬂLwiizé’m;amw%szﬁuﬂaLﬁmqﬂﬂaﬁf%ﬁﬂa%ma
munluiragwendva vie UfURNs laubeseduumnianiaseiulasasng
Fenud sinoduredeulumiod1afl ufi nisdeay auy sudu iudu
yulufosugresyshiwetuiiifuisnsinnedeganiiffe 1) ssiuvomu
Taus9u (capital global/global capital) ﬁ'@fﬂiwﬁmamm‘”mmm'azﬂuﬁ
iy seduvemulaerimiioutuiduninensiomauagsiunaiannadi
amnsaltldogrsfivsz@ninm dedsznevlddenuanuuszinnie yuna
\AS¥gN A (economic capital) NUN1TAUTTTH (cultural capital) Way NUNI4
dsau (social capital) uay 2) nssadaveau Famnefahuindsduivsves
NUUTLANATY 9] ﬁﬁﬂi £YININNEIANI 3) ﬁ’@ummﬂamﬂm“a Vamils 9
muamiwmumLﬁ]ummamalﬂai (trajectoire) Uuwuwmaamu (Bourdieu,
1979) AruuAnFsTBsTUT LAz MILIenMITuT LI uiatuannsliuagnng
¥ §unsdnassiudiunuiiunnd sty lnslanigyumansugiauagyunis
TAUSIIH (Boonwanno, 2022; Bourdieu, 1979)

Sirintanathorn (2018) la a3 Unun13imusssy (cultural capital) Ag
d9fiyanaldsuannszviunimaevasunadsand snaneiduqaaudAfien
mmsau'ﬂ,ﬂmeammammaﬁm mﬂsmgiumwmaLLaywqmmimaaLﬁm U
s satlon uazmsnsyyin uenandismfamingausing q Adeegislsiomad
lﬂsummegﬂmmmmsamgam&[,umLmﬁs@ﬂai@ WU uAaly wilsde Lenans
$us0aMeAnINT FeumsTanssauudseondu 3 Uspnndail (Siintanathomn,
2018)
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1) yuiisegluedvia (embodied state) A ogluguvosuniFeves
sumeuazdnlafinmuans fhusngluglvesiamusssy deddszeznailuns
avau loglifudouludosudiorsminiduuinussmemszganieves
yudunuios

2) nuilgniiliieglusUvesinguieidususssu (objectified state)
Wy JUAw udeu wiisde nauynsy eya3d wiesde 13esdns was
nsuanseenuazdunenldtiiuing uidsiszannsadesiunazuoandiuls fe
arududvedusosnimiu Ssfo arududweduidnisuslaanmden

3) yuiigniilsfegluguanitu (institutionalization state) Ao yyufit)
Tuguvesnisiliduingviesusssu Agndausneenunaindaanyana
TumsgliAnnsassyalugivesmuinmsssliiuiifauaaidaisuas
ﬁ@mauﬁaw%’auﬁ%maumm (Yanyongkasemsuk, 2014)

nitldnaniundrediu

Fahlugnszurunsainalaseains (structuration) ielswes “siia”
fduauwesanuduwusifonlos dnmeuariveveslasiaiiesiueysie
aarUszneuddgfe sa uasdewindu “sWatausssy” Wusiavesninug
wazUszaunsaliumsnaesnaynadenn usiaimusssuditinasionisaiis
ARSI YA LAANAANEVRIAINASIBNLUY (Charoensin-o-larn, 2020)
swaTusTsy (Cultural code) Aomsiuiyanilavesauludsaslsiinozdumng
Toya nguil Amude Ao gnidn Awane 112a15609 9 Aauludeay
vanldlunisvianudilalanseuda danaluniwives Windddeamnssy
gar1g 1 Agadadesty q uiedmelunivivesuindie doxa uierndey
vénludsautiues satusssugminldifioaduayuminindedevesiiun
siaTaussuteliausudlads vieanumneudsvesdeaanduazmiu
Wouloslanveaiumdriulanuisamduasswosausu adrsdsiivisnd
Fun71 “Hadnsueenuaie” (The reality-effect) Tuanvildaugtuiugae
Adepmuiueaaniienu aus1usuimnuvseveaIuNEIuT AT
anufuatavessnunfuiiesnmsussyriadenu/Sausssnlilnetanzegnad
wuvatiuss o Aeuludsaugoniu uazdudegisniwnudium (Charoensin-
o-larn, 2012)
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N1511971UY94 Roland Barthes ‘17?& "Rhetoric of the Image" wag "The
Third Meaning" 11Uszendldlun1sinsgnimuinusssy (cultural capital) vas
Uuos yshiwe (Pierre Bourdiew) anunsawiulddaddnisinsieilunisviiaiy
ila3aTinuas AnuvInevesmLduiusueInuiUANY Tsannsausneiung
g o il

11971 "Rhetoric of the Image” Barthes la3tAs18iANA18ULAE AN
lawanlaguusanuinegosndu 3 seiu laun

1. T9AMUNNAIE %30 @151190197 (Linguistic Message) T9AIY
manwiiusnglunm wu dusseevietislasan

2. fouiidunndnwalilignidrsa vie ansandilignidrsa
(Non-coded Iconic Message) m’mmmaﬁﬁmm?ﬁﬁLﬁﬂi.!ﬂ’lWI@EJG\N L
Amvesing AU videanu

3. fomnuiidunmdnuaigniinsia ie ansnmilgnidhsa (Coded
lconic Message) ANMINefAnaINN1SAAUnEon 58 usFan s muss sy
i doydnuaivenluvimifidestlunin

Flouszgndiuyuiamsssuues Bourdieu oA

1. foanuviodmaiiiigitostuaneluifddinvesnu 1 (3o
ande fernaidudydnuallunisesuiiu

2. armvpsameuazauluUIUYeiiTin WU MslAsee

3. anununedadya nvalvasnnelunuimusssy wu anedy
foydnwaiveseueany anudednd vied it Tnaugauauysaivasih

Tus1y "The Third Meaning' Barthes leyadisnsmsneifisfnfigou
sglunmuenmilennmiumneidanssuaziedydnual Fuv1Fendn "obtuse
meaning’ aerumneiiandauaylidaiau

eUszynd A uTmusssuves Bourdieu LA The Third Meaning
anunedndsiiiedestuanslutiunvesiansss Wy arugniuiiands
seninauiuanei liaansaesurglddediye anuidni auddonneds

goualitin Ao wazAdouiidunonduuludsey vion1adesnne

Tuduuuddey
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NUTMUsTIU (Cultural Capital) v0¢ Yues y3Aiwe (Pierre Bourdieu)
Bourdieu IfeBuneyuiansssy (cultural capital) Induguuuunilwemuiiasan
TugUvesmg anuidie uazaflon Fsenunsaudsoonléidu 3 Usziam loun

1. anngiildusyana vie yumatausinluannsiilsduiyana
(Embodied State) Amuduasiinuiiazaulusayana 1wy anudlumsdesame

2. anngiiduing vide umeTaussniuangiiduing Objectified
State) JngidaaAvsTmusssn Wy UamRTesiuae

3. anmgdldfunisanitu vie yumetausssaluanieildiunns
an1Uu (Institutionalized State) NM133useslugluuurasszuvanIdy vieyuu
|y MadneveanadesreTidunenndsUTIYTY MIguA ST uazmIIe

n1sUsgandkuIAnYed Barthes iU Bourdieu 92elmdnla3ddInuay
Anumnevese LS sEsaufua el U sTans saldEn gty
Tnsnsiiasgsivaluszduresnimuaranumaneiigouay saudenisidila
yumeTusssuiazsieuiiamuideuasanfonvesdany

NITUINTIATIEN

1151519119843 Roland Barthes 13 84 "Rhetoric of the Image" Wag "The
Third Meaning" 1negu1emuiausssy (cultural capital) ¥4 Pierre Bourdieu ng
MFIATIEEnwE8N9iE 8 "a10 0" veanewd sdludaniatunanes
(nmeadunaniann msdunanisalauvgeiaiu "gIvEdTausss’ ngud
#nfinen (Symbolic) Wlevnun@nw "szuniinaianssa’ edle 1 nane 2566)
ansnsavhldlaemsnaunanuidaauddeiuluuiunwesn el

fAiaussvasysduassssuvidluiuiiving fuan Usemele
mnmﬁLﬂiﬁ:ﬁmwdq8nﬁsL§aaﬂaﬂﬂQL%ﬂ

NUNTUsTINA 18 ealoaduninaei eazouaunueni g
Jusssuiudsegluninane Tagldnsounuifnmaedsninusssuuasnnsining
sudnvallunn nssviwutumeuseelul

1. MyeBunednuasuazasiusznoulunwane wu i 2 uaz il 7

insgrieadUsznaunIw (Visual Composition) Hansandafivsng

Tunm wu Ay &0 Awes viegiviem] uasvivnewesyAAGTUN T iU MaEsIATe
nslfiadesile msusene videgiivimiiusngseudng
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& uas uagyuued (Color, Light, and Perspective) Jias1e9inislad
uazuaslunm 1wy yuuesnstenwiiazieuyNLeeLazAem NN
MIIAUTIT

2. mMsfanunnaslul®sdgyanwal (Symbolic Interpretation) 19y
Al 3 uazn i 6

FoydnwalmeTausssy (Cultural Symbols) arsaundsiusinglu
amidudydnual wu madssanedudydnvalvesnugauauysal uazns
ittt duundminensiindeidodin

UTUNNEIAIUSTIY (Cultural Context) AATIEAUTUNVDINTANLAIN
iy madssamelugguzUgniifiaudddeniainuasluiiui

3. n15i eulesnana e unuaAnn1eTmusssy (Connecting with
Cultural Concepts) LU il 4

nsldnsauluIAANIITAUSIIN (Applying Cultural Frameworks)
B1unAnved Tsdosd unded Tuides “Tamnsvesnn’ uay “anumnediany”
unldii oTinserianuvaneludsdnvesnin 1wy aamsnsuddunindly
Usingdaaunianunsadianuldainuiun wu msdefsanuduiussening
WY IUSTINYIA

nslduuAnvesines ysdtee (Bourdieu’s Concepts) luuiAnizos
NUNITRIUSTTULAYENUTE WU ﬂ']il,?iymmwmﬂumumﬁmuﬁiimawmu
waiwmmmmaﬂ,ﬁ]LLavamaﬂwm mshausuiuluguasious dviaiaina
mummammwﬂwumﬁﬁmm

4. nsiienleaninenefuusunmdany (Linking to Social Context)
WU ATl 5 uazamd 8

U UNNI9FIAL (Social Context) 85018110 INALNOUIATINVDY
YUY WU AudRTussEnIauiuln wavmsldnineinsessued

154 pansi@edydnual (Symbolic Communication) 31A512%71
AgeLardoans Wy mmammwmn?ﬁymmwaiuﬂ%ﬂumsﬁaﬁqmmqm
auysal msliTinEeuieiiaonadesiusssund deo1edefansnu Tausssu
é’?ﬂLamaasqmjuvimﬂaNmiLU?{auLLUaa
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5. nsasunagid auleaninumunelagsau (Synthesis and Overall

Interpretation)
nadssenegvesngmidalldifufiomnisisedn udiu

dunilsvasmsmsseguesTausssuiiinmsuiusudrfumswasuulasesdany
uagssaA Mideulostuinguarasdvesnsing iwu madeswemegin Tugiue
fhogsvesiinatausanfiasiouauduiusseniauyudsuss s flufiud
Uz Tumn

Feuesinunmaidssnnennveswingwisudunisuansdinisey
fufuegsaunanazdadu nsnuanuduiusifssninayuduay s
uagn1sduneniaus TR TnIas nwIaAn WA eNDE g Bu nmaneds
annsonanafinsssTiaUss s uvesminzwisiidenleatunisideseng
WU A5IRIMT N1TguagUAINAIY Waznsldauangluianssusig q
FsagvioulyiiudsnsliTiniGovineuasfafssssuni

ilonnBeiiaszy

1151191984 R. Barthes fifli3es "Rhetoric of the Image" kg "The
Third Meaning" 1195 U18uTmusssu (cultural capital) ¥09 Tuas ysaiye
(Pierre Bourdieu) n151iAs 1zt ge U N Imvesad eulesuuiAnves
Barthes AULUIAANUIALTITNVBY Bourdieu HIUN1TIATIENAINANELANE
nsdififusunmMeTamsTsanzstuaunsavh il

msmaumneiieglunmauissanegdulnsvesamiledue
A waednsldddnualiazniseueunriming Tagnsuesnmangie
awuuunils Welunwdesdisviangunasiang 4 undaiddtesunguives
Uuos yidwe enduimusssunasdsnuiiinsmuguarumunesiumsaing
Faudnvalneding Msisuiieud vaelhisidlainnstdnmensludan
aunsniinade TwusTukAANL

AIAUNUANMLMIN BT FoUBY 53 WIN9AU ANE UALEITNYIR Lag
Auvseignadisd ulnekusiatausssunazdiaueuuaAnLA ooy
arumanefideusglunnene woAndaesedestunfnueslued yitiee
Aeadunsiienuiilaferiuanumneililyuanumneiuaniog usds
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yuiannuvsneifidsdydnualuazanumnefiduiveudiazyana 3t
grelifisndrladnnmareaiuisadanunuienisTausssui dfywasd
anumnefidoslestunudias Taussamesdnlfiflovaskugaidn 9 4

n1sUseynAluinAnlunsiaseinmey 151k wAnue Barthes
AenfunsmunuanuvsneLazauneed deusglunmaeuldlunis
Ansizinnatenisimusssuazgs g lainamanedadrudAglunisasia
wazdnuTanusssy nsmdunisussgndlduuAnnguives Barthes Tunis
Tuussiuveslues yidiue

MshATIEinmEY “ANenIun” Yaanzwiee

1. Rhetoric of the Image (19%15989A W)

1.1 Aumsenss (Denotation) nnuandliiiunisideinieves
ymngwisduiuiinnn daduanssuusyinu

1.2 A21UMH1BUH (Connotation) NN 819UHIAIINNLENS
Faussuuaziivinueswnnevides 1wy MsiaRlesssueE Ausanaswse
&1 uazmsliTiniiGoude

2. The Third Meaning (AMamedians)

2.1 ATaminensdn (Obtuse Meaning) Awnetotaursanumane
filsianansafinnaladaiou 1wy anundeslesseritayudiusssuna amnwddn
asuiiAnannsldddaluiiuiisuun uazUssaunisaiiawiedaiiliaunse
dneveadudmala

3. Cultural Capital (u3aus33%) 98¢ Bourdieu

3.1 arwduaginurlunindssaig madlasssed wagiadind
HulendnuaivesunIngiios

3.2 Sogildlunszuaumaldssane wu gunsaimadssans

3.3 NMsgeuuMNTLYII0awn T Bt UM T ABIn el IuIATn
uaz Imusssundnnem

N15UILUIAAINI1UYBY Pierre Bourdieu Wag Roland Barthes 11
3meﬁuaza'§m835%’3@LLazi’wuﬁssmmﬁymmmqLﬁuwawnﬂm%ﬂu
A ufi g TunnvesUszinalng aunsaliyuuesiifudounazidoulosds
NG L RS I B P AT U IMIdInuuas Tausssula
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1. Bourdieu: La Distinction WagyunI9InuUsssy

N9 B9ANB LT IINEINT BIANL TONDIUN TOULLIAAYDS
$Awe s numetausssy Tnensdssanenniedund dunums
AusIIT gATIeMenr 1T ug U T saonndasiunuIAns o9 Embodied
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TuusssunsegTINiusTIHvIRkarNsShwaunavesssuvinamudluiunis
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2. Barthes: The Third Meaning uazAamaneigauiy
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3. Barthes: Rhetoric of the Image LLazmiﬁlamsmeé'zyé'nwai

WUIARYEY Barthes T Rhetoric of the Image aynsathuldiiiorh
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laignidsvia (Non-coded Iconic Message) @slunsdiil ansnsarfiuninaansgian
W Fennuand lignidisia fawnsasuldlaenssainsssumni luvasi
Yomnunmiignidrsiadedsanumnemsiausssuiinnenaadudydnual
yosmsegsmiuegiedBuresnuiazn

awengluiaiisvewmnewiesasvoudinnudonlouddydnuali
fanududou aruduiusignitudndessninauuasdninareduedosdioly
N1IUARNIBENYINIIAILETTULAZN TS NBIAUAGVINIETIUYR

9NMITMLIRATET Bourdieu uaw Barthes 13T 1z9in15ia89AN
grvesynziedulme Fuanvesuseimelneg 8T nuar TansssuNsLA b
angliiissumdunisuanioanauasegie widsazyioud v unsTmusssy
fidunenuaziladnlulassairovmadenn euduiusseminsauduaneginndadl
mwwmaﬁ§ﬂ5§q5§wiauL%fuag”LuUazaUmiiﬁﬁuaamia&gji’mﬁ’mﬁmﬁ AN
fdudoumaniliasnsoosuneliifisudmsussnaiiane wideadlaiunis
nsgvhuaemsRauMeianssIdeulesfudruuagszuuing

vugwn: 3ndedriniiinannsiideududirennuaziiase
AmangvesnuLes Fsenailugmsimnuiiliaumgana fidsuiionsunld
Emasieluil

1. lnseunundamemguiiiiunans nsdrsdsiansouuufniiduan
Lazaenndasfungud 1wy nseuveslsdesd uindiAeaiu "anuvanefiay”
uaz Tmsvesnn' sdsuunAnvesdues ysilelzesumeinusisuaren
Uva azdagandvinavesnisinudiudives ey vinlin1siaseday
Junanwnntu

2. Whyarafianudrsiunmsinsizsinn mslidsmaudu q flsifidiy
Aerdostunisaienin unsuieneiuasfanutisassanunainnatsly
YuLBMaranANa LB BsdIuYARaaTla

3. LENUNUINTENIN AEATNILALHILATIEY JITEULENUNUINYDY
usteg e taUsEWIIMSEEMIaEN1Te e Tnemsiededanaiudiay

Mekong-Salween Civilization Studies Journal
21991597585 TUANYT [99-a185TU



udenenn LLGﬂ,uﬂ'ﬁ’JLﬂi’lqu\] #AIBI NN UAE Yoyadu 9 MAvatesiu
faUsTIUNSABIAIEQINNUBIT NN T

a. ’Lwaagamﬂﬁqmu n1su A eyaldIuIunIINYUTULALNIS
dunmuaiypealugiruiiisfesiunsidesnienin Taedadugmmoiidu

AANUINTY WAL BULEITENINNUS UNNNIFIALLATTRIUTITUAUNISIATIEA
AN

AN 2 NMSLALIAMELATNNTIAUNED LATAINNNTINYUNAUVDIAINY

Figure 2. Raising buffaloes and giving them salt water and swimming buffaloes
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Connotation nwdefsmnuduiusilnd@nszwinsaududnd and
waziinuglunsidesnng Wiiedideuieuasyniuiusssuei

Myth Al dofanenARiAeaiunvIna Bl TnsdnuUssIULT Yl
Ussindidaiuly

The Third Meaning @3g3v09U111 @319auidnasuiagiouaany
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ANMNAURIANULAS RV AN UTDIVIINEUTET ADDIANULTIT AL AINUDANY
Cultural Capital N 1WALYDUTMNUNITTAUTTTUVBYINENTEIIUAY
ANUSAEITU NIRRT uagANUFURUSAUSTSUYA
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Figure 3. Symbols for classifying buffaloes, buffaloes being taken
out to be raised, and bamboo fences

A 4 aenaneieglull renAneTioginTuraes uavAoneeTiag lumtiy
Figure 4. Buffalo pens in the forest, next to the canal, and in the village
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Figure 5. Characteristics of collecting straw to feed buffaloes in the dry

season along the canal and on the farm in the village

- - - —
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il 6 Uananeaoauuulull tagdasunans

Figure 6. Two types of buffalo mud in the forest and beside the canal

AN 7 NMITUARDIAIUNLINUITIABNYBDIEAINY

Figure 7. Crossing the Suan Mak Canal to the buffalo pen
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Figure 8. Injured buffalo, and the healthy buffalo giving birth
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