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Abstract

This study aims to examine language use and writing styles on public
signs in Pakse, Champasak Province, Lao People's Democratic Republic, based
on the concept of linguistic landscape by Landry and Bourhis (1997). The
analysis covers a total of 858 public signs, both permanent and temporary,
created by government and private sectors. Results show the presence of
eight languages, with Lao being the most prevalent, accounting for 56.17% of
all the signs. In terms of language format, four patterns were identified, with
bilingual signs being the most common at 57.23%. As for writing style, four
types were observed, with monolingual signs being the highest at 36.48%. The
study highlights the role of the Lao language as the national language,
essential for communication in the area, while other languages play significant
roles in tourism and commerce. Additionally, the findings reflect key factors
influencing language use and writing styles on public signs in Pakse, including:
(1) Government policy, which mandates Lao as the primary language on
public signs to promote national identity and unity; (2) Integration into the
global society and tourism economy, leading to the increased use of English
and other foreign languages on public signs, particularly in business and service
sectors to accommodate tourists and investors; and (3) Socioeconomic,
political, and cultural relations at the regional level, particularly the influence
of Chinese, Vietnamese, and Thai, which reflects economic and trade
interactions with neighboring countries. The linguistic landscape of Pakse thus
reflects the coexistence of diverse languages and cultures, shaped by the
social and economic context and language policies that promote the use of
Lao alongside foreign languages in appropriate settings.

Keywords: Linguistic Landscape, Public Signage, Pakse, Champasak Province
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F1U1dn a1513sgUsnsUlneUsEurua1 NufsnyInmIaInniige
Aondudenay 56.17 azvioufisruddguesnsanludeuan Junvmdn
flddeanslufin sosnanfedidnuinudngs Usnguutheasisusdie
Faan1sdeansiuraniennd lnglannz funsvieniisanazgsia wu Tesusy
Fruewng uazFuniun uanafensidadunasdouiutinveadeiuazinamu
AT AITNYINIYIAU AxRUNINITAULAVRIYUTUTIITULAZUNUINNIG

Ws8gNa70397033 Ul uUATUINY FdnysnIwIIunuIN avviouiisnisiie

Y
=

vaaguyuIIgauluuasing lnensidnwiieauuuudigasisued

unumlunisdeasiuyniieauiuiidiinendensevinaueg luuasuinig
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Frdnusnwdiaaa uiinzusngliunin uduansiennnuduiusvig
Uszimansseninanuaziiuea Snnwidfuaadinaiunuinuutioves
MmhgnuLazanuiTens fMsnvsnwing wansdansfademaasugiouay
nsviesisrseninsaninayine deinslénwlnelunisdeansiuidnviondieon
viognANning MsnyInwnvg wisnudwiulinnin udagvioudianis
LA5Uansnan1eIn W Ikaz IAusITNNIME SIUAINTAMUTBIVTENYE Laz
”’Jé’ﬂmmmgﬁ'quwuiﬂuauﬁaamﬂ AzYoUDIAINEIA Y VDIN1ILAY
Fuussaudguionadunuinliinninluuasuini
anngfinuddnysniwanuinian lnglangdie S uduasing
laiwaun ausaes U ulIAngiviFin1wves Landry & Bourhis (1997) lan
awrarndunedsedmiuazvesng uvudulngluiiuil nnsandegn
thinlfuuihoamsisayediunsvany Wodeasturnandadungutivmne
ndnueanisdeans lneutihiidedoyaresnwiandulansulunislvdaya
Reafugnufinisiiuaznisusnns wonani AMwanduiminidsdydnvel
Tumsazviousndnvaimeiausssuvesauan dudunsuansfemumagile
lumwnagTausssuvenues givimin1wdengn Jeaeiauiagiuianis
AwaENIMUANT uvesng N TwIanldTunisduaiuanulsungves
ssunaandiyatiunsldnvanluiuiiassue Wesnwuavduasunisld
M sznnd luvaziReisunsmudsnesmundUudesiian o1aduiies
nntlademenuuar Tausssuveanguauduiidsdisvinadesluiud ui
glanuduiudmassugiauasnsviouiierseninaiuasdiu uwided
ymdUuvdetinveadiediuilisnnmiifunguaudu q wu v1denum ¥
Ju viovnzunan muduuidlinwiifunumluuesuinedefioudu

= o

AMYIBU 9 BYNYIA BINGY LAWY UagIUNTUNUIMEIAYAULATEFNA

LAZNITAMULINNITINUAYIRINAININATIN WU
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1.2 sUsvunwiusnguudisaisisaeluuasuineueisdividn
assasgusrysUlneuserivuay uau 858 Uhe nugduuun1w 4 sUkuy

= e o = v = ) i &
Glix‘wdﬁﬂ‘wwzmLﬁNE]IG]EJLiENﬁHﬂMﬂlUHE]EJ iqﬁlagl@ﬂﬂ@ﬂmqiqﬂma‘lﬂu

M5 4 JUnvunTunguutheanssarluuasinig wsdiudn

assasguszsulneUssvua

g‘dLL'U'Ummﬁﬂiﬂnguuﬂwmﬁﬁmz Anud | Sowaz
1.2.1 theitldaeeniun 491 | 57.23
1.2.1.1 Mwaninag 1.2.1.1.1 a5 168 19.58
A1YDINGY 1.2.1.1.2 UelawaniayUssonduius | 145 16.90
1.2.1.1.3 theanuiiuazmiisausy 123 14.34
1.2.1.1.4 thevonnig 29 3.38
994 465 54.20
1.2.1.2 )e1aniuay 1.2.1.2.1 theaauiiuagmmienuss 7 0.81
S 1.2.1.2.2 thedum 1 0.12
994 8 0.93
1.2.1.3 Mwnaniuag 1.2.1.3.1 thedum 4 0.47
AMWIEAUIN 1.2.1.3.2 teanmuiiuazmiieausy 2 0.23
39U 6 0.70
1.2.1.4 nMwaniuay 1.2.1.4.1 $re5um 5 0.58
w3 59 5 0.58
1.2.1.5 nmwdingquuay | 1.2.1.5.1 thelavanuazussanduius 1 0.12
mwlny 1.2.1.5.2 the§um 1 0.12
394 2 0.24
1.2.1.6 mwdangqusay | 1.2.1.6.1 hesuen 2 0.24
MU 37U 2 0.24
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g‘uLw'umwﬁﬁﬂiﬁnguuﬂwmsﬁiw Anud | Sowaz

1.2.1.7 mwdanguuas | 1.2.1.7.1 dheduen 2 0.24
S 594 2 0.24
1.2.1.8 Mwisanguuay | 1.2.1.8.1 thedue 1 0.12
A 59 1 0.12
1.2.2 theiildmilanten 316 | 36.83
1.2.2.1 79187 1.2.2.1.1 UelawaniavUssnduius | 136 15.85
1.2.2.1.2 thesuem 101 11.77

1.2.2.1.3 theanuiiuagmmienuss 33 3.84

1.2.2.1.4 hevonna 10 1.17

39U 280 32.63

1.2.2.2 n1w183ngu 1.2.2.2.5 {elavanuazUssduius 13 1.51
1.2.2.2.6 U1e31ue 11 1.28

1.2.2.2.7 teanuiiuazmieausy 6 0.70

1.2.2.2.8 Uhevonn 1 0.12

374 31 3.61

1.2.2.3 My inFuaa 1.2.23.1 theaouiiuagmmienuss 2 0.24
39U 2 0.24

1.2.2.4 nwlng 1.2.2.4.1 UnelawaniazUssandunus 1 0.12
1.2.2.4.2 theduem 1 0.12

39U 2 0.24

1.2.2.5 nMwiegauy 1.2.2.5.1 Unelawaniayussandunus 1 0.12
39U 1 0.12

1.2.3 Jrefildaunen a7 5.48
1.2.3.1 N1¥1817 1.2.3.1.1 thesuen 17 1.98
AWDINGY 1.2.3.1.2 teanuiiuazmiieausy 2 0.24
WAZATHIILAUM 593 19 2.22
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g‘uvamwﬁﬁﬂiﬂnguuﬂwmsﬂimz Anud | Sowaz

1.2.3.2 N1¥1877 1.2.3.2.1 thesue 10 1.17
MWTNGY kAN WY | 1.2.3.2.2 TelamaniazUssandusiug 6 0.70

1.2.3.2.3 theaanuiiuazmhonuss 2 0.24

1.2.3.2.4 theuonnis 1 0.12

39U 19 2.23
1.2.3.3 p11aM 1.2.3.3.1 {hedum 3 0.35
AYIBINYY HAZNIY 39 3 0.35
1A
1.23.4 /w18 1.2.3.4.1 theanuiiuagmmhenuss 2 0.23
AWSINg Y 1.2.3.4.2 thesuem 1 0.12
a1 S 59U 3 0.35
1.2.3.5 n191817 1.2.3.5.1 UelawaiayUssandunus 2 0.24
NWIDINY LAz 39 2 0.24
mwlny
1.2.3.6 Mwan M1 | 1.2.3.6.1 Delawaniayussandunus 1 0.12
Reau Lagn1wnu 59 1 0.12
1.2.4 Jrefilddnen 4 0.47
1.2.4.1 nwan mw | 1.2.4.1.1 Delavaniayussandunus 2 0.24
Neawn Mwdengy | 1.2.4.1.2 thedum 1 0.12
WazATWIIU 594 3 0.35
1.2.4.2 /1@ 1.2.4.2.1 Unelawaniayusyandunus 1 0.12
ATWIDINGY NI 39 1 0.12
waznwlny
39U 858 100.00

Note. Language Patterns on Public Signs in Pakse, Champasak, Lao People's

Democratic Republic
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915797 4 wansguuuuMwAvTInguutheassazluuasun
wrsihdn assaszuszrilnsyssnauan wuthedldassnwsnian
Anlufesay 57.23 lagdgaeaniwiiinuainiiande n1sldniwianuas
1T INY ImEJmman%aq’luﬁwLmu'qﬁﬁmmﬁﬁmuamumhzﬁqm
Tuvnei irwdanquiinazusngeglusiunadisesasn dogadiiuléda
iy Fredrudeing q Adnsldasniu iledeasiunaugndviaidunu
viosdiunazyaenend sesasnotholinidanwmunsldanwannnign
uonndl Savuihendsmumilimmdnguuazniwnau 4 Taethevdsnw
dnlngazunngluanuifidunmsiearsiunguaniiiilanvifeiulaed
liifeautanunduifisidy theildamn fnmsdenldnmwuuiiownnsaiy
audnuaznsldanuuaznguitmineiidesnisdeas wazredlddawiny
fovfign drulngynuvutelawanuaztiofud sanulugiugsionisi

v

MRBaNsdeasiUYIF deiegatnesuiuun1evia 4 JUkUY Rl

SWaAndguEIUaa yagde=zua(1e)
/! Exchange Money
2056621818 - 020 59981818 = =

e bl .“\«\\ n

A1 3 Dnediltaaeniw

Figure 3. Signs using two languages
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AT 3 “Sanccontyuguom 2908EOW0),” wansiogetied
THaosnw daduthevesmaonu U59N41118719A197 “SInccanUyn o
09 D1YTOONO)” LarnWISINgy A “Exchange Money” Tiidsuiuie
SuduanUdsuiu wazA1i “Tel” wuneds Insdnd WWeudiovenuuisiay
Tnsdwsilunsmsinse wandliifuinthedindndesnisdoasgisniwian
WAZAIYIDINGY

ad 4 Dhedlenilanie

Figure 4. Signs using one language

Al 4 “csonzBomoln thuynevsonls 145vRL” uanwedi
thefilindanie Fuduthevesniadgiliniwian Weulssnduiusduasuli
auanliduiy wandiiiuinaaspidonldnmarifissnvidsuiodoasiu
AuaTmIelisnwan
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A# 5 Thenlaaunien

Figure 5. Signs using three languages

Andl 5 “SavoenliSodoyn” waniegrsthefldauniw Hu
hgrpsmaenay Usingnwan A1 “Sovoenldsodoyn” mwdingy
A1 “VIVIAN GARDEN & FLOWER SHOP” WazA w3 A9n “Bh ik 2o 8£ 76 7 /8 7
Feoududodu wandiiiuindredinaadesnisd eansiud s n1e1a17
Mwsange waznwdulunan

saulINSa

- Co quan cho thué
. & AR

g Tel: 020 5693 9999

amid 6 Teiilddniun
Figure 6. Signs using four languages

A7 6 “Savlvcga” wansdieg e 89 98 n1w LWudngves
AMANTY USINgNw1a1a @31 “Sonloicgs” awieauiy #1911 “Co quan
cho thué” Mw3u A1dn “JE AL WeuUssndunusligngiu wazsnwisangy
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AN “Tel” nun8fe INSANY 10 guil auannuNeLaulnsA Ny lunISNISAnfe

vy = =

wandliifiudn thedsnandiosnisdeansiugiisnrman nmwideauny awd
WAZNIYIDINGY

avgiinutgassnwunniiga o1aidesnanmananatsysnis
fifendastumsdomsluiiuiififmmuannuaemsmuas fansssu Tasew
MwamuazaSingy Shagwuluiuiiffdnvieaiieadefiondeey aunse
o8 uglddindnedeinsdeasiunguaunainuatsniw danwsanguiduy
awanadidelfaudnsnidilateyald ety susdetumsldniman
famfunmsanguazvinliausiosd uldutdeyadae gdsimintwidsnan
Jsagiiouiadrnanazmimuaumanwludsnsfitoaduayuiuasgauay
n15A7 Im8ﬁwaﬁlﬁz’j’aaqmmﬁwmmﬁwﬁaﬂumiﬁq@mgﬂﬁﬂﬁgﬂ,uuawhwimm

Fazaebiddanaugnaniniedu mslddvassnwfaduisnisid

a

UseaAns nwlunisdeansuagluinmsluiiui A ferumannuanenisnwiuay
TAUETIY

duguuvunmmiinuliesiigndniw o1efidadesueududeulunis
doansitunifendes nanfe mslddamuiluthedseahlideniuiai
Fudau s1ndon1seukaznisieudla Sntenislddennuvaisniu
aravihbidgnusuutedianumnuduiuldibideldaeng egnlsinnu
teilddnwdlngnuuutheussoduiusivsedmvnsuning wandiidiu
fanagnsmamananafisadlugnguddnmidu q Tasnmednge Feau
wagdu withelddnumursuiralesdleisuiunslidsuuuuniafedssniw
\iesanmadenldguuuudnie desidefsnnudidgyuaznguidinine
fidaiau wagsdosiarsanogseunsuuiazn vz iiunumlunsaeansiy
nguAudiwanseiuegals deenadiauendvinlunisdnduladonniwm
Fewgil n1sldsuuuudnvvutiheluuasuinedaduguuouiinudiulddes
fgaulawisuiusuuuunwdu 9
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2. sYwuunsdien vuneds FBnsesudennuvuthvasisugluuns

Urnie u3edUndn ans1sassuszesulaedseunsuany wusUwuunisieu

4 sUsuv FeAnwaziauelaeiseinuinivies siasdendimineialull

M13199 5 JUlvumsleunusinguudieasisagluuasiinig uediladn

a91sausguszesulneyseyruan?

i sUnuUNSUEY I | Sewaz
1 | 2.1 thefideuntenien 313 36.48
2.1.1 telavanuazussvdunus 148 17.25
2.1.2 Uhedue 113 13.17
2.1.3 theaouiiuagmenuss 41 4.78
2.1.4 Jneuenng 11 1.28
2 | 2.2 Pefideuiivdnidennuuistoninu 258 30.07
2.2.1 thadum 96 11.19
222 ﬂwaamuﬁmwmamu%’g 79 9.21
2.2.3 MelavanuazUssvdunus 69 8.04
2.2.4 Jnguenng 14 1.63
3 | 2.3 drefideuvaranie Tnsusazntedoanunng 191 22.26
LANATSNY
2.3.1 Uhedum 101 11.77
2.3.2 elavanuazUszuduius 76 8.86
2.3.3 theanuiuagnhenusy 14 1.63
4 | 2.4 Pefidewiviwideanuisruadsunlalaense 96 11.19
2.4.1 theanuiuaghenuiy a6 5.36
2.4.2 Une5um 19 2.21
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i sUnuUNSUBY I | Sewaz
2.4.3 Uhevann 16 1.86
2.4.4 PhelavaunuasUsyudunus 15 1.75

394 858 100

Note. Writing Patterns on Public Signs in Pakse, Champasak, Lao People's

Democratic Republic

MNP 5 uansguuuunsdsuiiunnguutheansisarluuasiinie
wuUdn a1ssusiusesulnedseanvuand wunslEdefideunten
Woanige aadudosay 36.48 Tngtanzded ldlunislavanuas
Usemnduiusuesniaenyu Sutunisdesstungudmnefidilaniudu q

dulngiduthaneaiuduauazusng Mmsvisailen uagedwnsunsng sy

o a a a

Urgupin1assNnilsuntwiagaldnieiarnviavun wuuudieusssdunus

P

MUERIANMUBUR $180 YIDNITTUTIARNG 9 WEALATILINAIaISAsTuUNUm

[

o I Y = o 2 A Aa
drdguaziunvmaniunisdeans uisiludesiiiaunainraieniniy
< = A~ v v sw o ) '

n1y sesasunAeteNlsuriudniveninuuisteniny drulvgnuuudig
Y v DA = A 9 v v o~ ] v A

Fum wanslviiuiernuneredlunisieansielvidifnaugniivainvaney
RN Ly N3l wdinguiiedeansiutinviaunedew i Lasn1w1du 9

ielvdhdanguidvanefiidilaniwdy q damsldnwmatgaiwiviglunis

v
= [

doansnunquilivunefivainuarelafg W daunaedreNideunalsniuw

lngusaz N IFeANUIINgLANENIY NulINAgauuT1esuAIYeINIALENYY

' (%

1B $1umes uvieen wagiuemns wandidiuindussneunisdesnsdoans
fugndmannvianengy Tasusazn wideanuvsneuanssiumsnguLdmane
Fanwansinlddeudo uduazneandennisuinig dwnedanguiinld
Foudoiuduazdomsiade ielisnanmifamisadiladoyadiedu

Mekong-Salween Civilization Studlies Journal
?755738755]5551/?77’)7&/7 log-aae7u




wazgUwuumsideunnutiesfigafe Uneiilsuivdwideanuagiiunielioy
wlalnense nuvudiganiunuasniisnuizuinian lasanizuvudigves

N1A5F WU MIEUIIVNITHAZAN LT 9 TNTEUNTYIANILAZNIBISING Y

Afu Jauandiiutnnuneienalunsiideyaduauieduiasinvieniien

Aagfansaitlanaziuideyalaegataluasuaiu awegdresliuy

Y Y

[

4y X
MSAYUIN 4 ULUU Al

=

CAM DAU

| XE MAY
A i

= P a
AN 7 {J’]EW]LSUEJUJT]H']LQEJ']

=

Figure 7. Monophonic Sign

Al 7 “cAM BAU XEMAY” Wameiaag et dilsuntuien Using
AWITEAULTEIN ALY ATIN “CAM DAUXE MAY” WUAT1 uAendnse e
Tnothedenaneglufiufivedsmeuia Ssfideutodenldauiionun
Tumsdeans wanslyiifiuindiBeuthedeansdeansiugiynvidemnuiantd

usmslulssmeiuia
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T O A I’HﬂNIJJQ

ml?zm YA
- Hb *ﬂmﬂ |

Land for rent
020 5528 2888 u‘

S

A9 8 efideunudnyidamnuuIstanIy

Figure 8. Mixed Sign

it 8 “Qulticqn & 2907 uansagaihefldouriudmsidonuung
fon1u Usingniwan din “8uluicda s 29”7 wain AAulfiduazae
ANIFUANIN “ L3 AL UWazAI¥IFINgY A131 “Land for rent” kUa31 A5
Udeaitniinuegaden Tnsnwaneginauuan fsnusvunlnfigauasinnidiy
flan dmnfonwnIunazmumdingy wandliifuiiBoutheilviaruddy
funwansnnilan Wesnfemeauamiiaunsodussdoiinulu auuam 14
dauminanianusafiauld uildannsodediauld dredandnTadou

WAz ELANANeAULU
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AN 9 T1eMAeUNA18N1E IAELAREAHIFDAIUNLIELANANGTY

Figure 9. Polyphonic Sign

Al 9 “Sanciody 99897 uansegshefideunaiuniv Tag
wiaznwdoanumnouane1aiy Usngaiwiann din “Sancod gre-
89”7 wain SudaNu B18-109 A1 “03NIV AOEL 0EL B0EL SoL
@D SIVAO@D” WUAI UTNIT AANN AANN BANL TaUNI STURRKY LAZATY

=

Feauu A137 “HoNG” 81wt e Wewdudedud laeawiisauiudawn
Midnusrelvgfigauazlansuiian ogslsAnu mwanideusgirauuan
wagdanuddnunian Wesnnldnwarudeulamamdnvosnisdoans
wandliiuinddeuwdonldnlunmsdeansauingussasduaznguidmane
geusiarn1w Tnenwidauswazansnaniinguagaumnefiuand et

warglreddeansiaasuaiu
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Figure 10. Homophonic Sign

A 10 “ozmarolu cBeguancy” wansetsthefidauiudng
Jormnufeiunialisuulalaenss Usingniwan A1 “ommar0lon cbey
UINe]” waznIwIsange A1 “PAKSE NEW MARKET” wiai1 aaialusliiile
Unig Fadeundalaenss waeilinguszasdlunsdeanavilouiu Tasnwian

WaZN1Y 8aNuilrwIAIL WHA1¥1a1IIRIRYINUUA NG Y wandli

wiunthedsnanilinnudAyiunwanunniinmusingy

2AUTIUHANITIY

n1sfnwgiimiatvivudreasisugluuasdinig uiedruadn
a15n30usgUsEsUlneUssgnyuan? ansnsnofUneramsIelafed

1. msfinwiidnysuudganssagluuasiinig nudidneiniwan
wnfign Jadevdnenaiilonnain meiithemssusmaiifeyluassusy
Uszrnsulneussnsuan desvamoudnlvaluituilfuauan bieude

v

danldnrwianlunisdeansidundn Tnsaniztelavuvazysesdunus

v

neluniasguazniaenyu Fanasgdnldnwanlunsussanduiusdoya
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wazn13susIAnNuleuIeuessyuia druniaenvulnldaiwiarilunis

Ussnduniug audwazuinis lnenisldnwanuuiieweandgliiuingiviem
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Muwinifaeslsenis Ae vindsleyawasntnidedyaneal Tundues
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illeya nwangnlduutheiiielideyadAatiedtuuinig dum vise
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nsUszAdURUSH1 o Tuiud Tnsanizdislavaiwazlssvrdunusyvisly
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nasguarnaenwulunIasy sgutaaidinldniwanlunmswennsdoyaias
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N13suseAnNuleuIevessy Wwelilssymvurianlasuteyandaau diuly
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AN §Usenaunsidawanlunsdemsfetiuduiuayusnis iivefge
naugnAmaniiduyiannguiy dnsuniniddydnwal n1wiann
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7usinguudieaisisugldisauwsiitminilunisdeansiindy uddsazviou

snanwainieiausssuiazauagilalunviuas Tausssuand iivimin1w
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Y23UATUINIRUAAITDIUINNIN Y1V IA 1IN g UL

o A

Snvilatadudfndaalinisidnieanidunivudnuuteasisae

]

Tuuasne fie JilleutedeniRnumdwessguiaa aviui 29 unsieu 2016

v o w

IR 4 1IN 20 wagsganTavesusesulseman et unguuned1aiedng

avduil 21 dquigu 2018 Mafl 3 11as1 16 Tusesnsidarvivuiigansisae
Tagludseniainsengseideuioifiulng laoofficialgazette (2016, pp. 5-6;

[

2018, p.4) Ssunaanilamuualildnrwiarinduntwindni deslduudie

Ex

NANNInY lnedeudgunieiiuiaiwianiliviuuursenudiedevestie
ez mualinwensUsema aginuunilelnelivualifuaeduaiuvenwian
Guusiazdutheildluaaunisainiems wu anuyn viseioneusuAMRUNY
1195 Wudy dewanenisidarvuutreasisaugluuasuineldaisian
Wundn warvnsidertuididanisldniwinisuseina vilddreidnuue

NaennapIiuLleuI1evRIsTTUIR
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nsldamranegiutunavutisaisisuedaoandestuiuiie
84 Landry and Bourhis (1997) 7191 ul8U18A M MAATUIINNITINUKLATY
FanazillulszmenSoniinaidvaromaniw lasulouredanaimuanis
T¥nwiitonisdoans mudanwnitlévuiisasisae Seulsvenivivand
HpudAgylun1sNMUAUNUIMIBINTBIANG 9 Tudeny Sullnanan1TI19uNu
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