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Abstract

This research aims to 1) study the tourism resources, tourism
activities, community involvement in the tourism management, and
tourism current situation; 2) propose a model of rural tourism in Umphang
District, Tak Province. It is a qualitative study using semi-structured
interviews and in-depth interviews with key stakeholders involved in local
tourism. The study involves five groups: the public sector, private sector,
community, academic sector, and tourists, with a total of 20 participants.
A content analysis was used to analyze the data. The findings reveal the
following: 1) The tourism resources of Umphang District, which possess
distinctive identity, include the preservation of traditional lifestyles,
clothing, language, food, beliefs, and customs of the Karen, Pgaz K’Nyau,
Hmong ethnic groups, and indigenous peoples. Rural tourism activities are
cultural learning experiences where tourists can engage directly, gaining
new experiences through various activities. Community involvement in the
management of rural tourism emphasizes participatory decision-making,
operations, evaluations, and benefits sharing, with the goal of fostering
community awareness and involvement in rural tourism management. The
situation of rural tourism indicates that tourists, especially middle-aged
and elderly travelers, seek to learn about the lifestyles of local people.
The government has continuously promoted tourism in Umphang District
by supporting activities and developing natural and cultural tourist
attractions. Based on the study of these four aspects, a model for rural
tourism of Umphang District, Tak Province, has been proposed; 2 The
proposed model of rural tourism in Umphang District, Tak Province,
comprises the integration of natural and cultural resources, participatory
community-centered tourist activities, and tourism current situations.
Keywords: rural tourism, tourism resource, tourism model, community

participation, tourism current situation
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Figure 4. Karen handwoven textile learning activity, Mae Klong Ki Village
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Figure 5. Community participation in rural tourism management
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Figure 6. Footage Umphang Walking Street
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Figure 7. Rural tourism model of Umphang District, Tak Province
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