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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the history of Fon Long Nan, the Thai
northern folk dance on the oar in the Nan province, its pattern development,
the factors contributing to its transformations, its patterns and characteristics,
its status, and attitudes towards the dance values, as well as methods of
preserving it persistently. The data was collected from printed documents,
related research studies, in-depth interviews, reflections from photographs and
video recordings, live stage performances, and participant observations with
support from dance professionals, the data was collected from questionaires,
and seminar of Fon Long Nan sustainable conservation.

The results showed that the history of the oar dance was first inscribed
in 1902, when the town ruler Payakarnmuang, together with his people, migrated
from Waranakorn to Wiang Phuphiang. In this migration there were processions
of rafts and oars carrying belongings and musical instruments, as well as officials
and town people,along the Nan River. While travelling, some people stood up
and danced on the oars in order to relax. Later on, this dance was chronologically
developed, the clear evidences of which were initially found in the period
when Nan was a colonized town ruled by its royal ruler, under Rattanakosin’s
supervision, followed by the period when the town ruler’s authority was
cancelled and the current period. The researcher categorized the dance
development in those periods into 4 patterns, as follows: 1) the dance on the
racing oars performed by the locals and by the royal officials, 2) the dance in
the royal palace, 3) the dance outside the royal palace, and 4) the dance
standardized by the Cultural Office in the Nan Province, with the following
characteristics. The dancers were the local volunteers, dance students, dance
professionals hired by dance companies and restaurants. The dance pattern
was originally Fon Lai Ngam, which allowed a small amount of foot movement
if it was performed on an oar, but which permitted high foot rises if it was
performed on land. Later, the Thai dance standardization was applied to the

dance, and its foot rise was low according to the Thai dance standards.
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The Klong Long Nan music band played the Mon Rue Khaeng music. Dancewear
included wearing a certain-style sarong and a long-sleeve blouse, with a hair
bun in the center of the headdecorated with Dendrobium lindleyi Steud orchid
flowers. The dance was commonly performed in auspicious ceremonies, yearly
and exceptional.

Nowadays, Fon Long Nan has a crucial role in 15 districccommunities of
the Nan Province. The Fon Long Nan performance in foremost traditional
festivals of the community helped the population to realize the value and
significance of the dance because it well reflected the unique culture of the
Nan people. According to a brainstorming meeting of Fon Long Nan dance’s
resolute conservation methods, most participants showed their desires for the
support and dispersion of the dance from both the government and private
organizations and for the Fon Long Nan studies in the local educational curricula
at all levels, as well as for the growing propagation of the dance conservation
methods in order for the local people to help participate in preserving the

provincial cultural dance.
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