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A Case Study of Pottery in Mueang District, Phitsanulok
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Abstract

This article aims to 1) collect and categorize pottery found in various
areas in MueangPhitsanulok district and 2) analyze the roles of pottery as non-
verbal folklore in Thai society. The scope of this study is limited to six areas
which are 1) Wang Chan Palace 2) Buddhachinaraj Museum 3) Ratchaburana
Temple 4) Art and Culture Center, PibulsongkramRajabhat University
5) Phitsanulok Municipal Library, and 6) Sergeant Major Thawee Folk Museum.
The data were collected during January 2011 - December 2013 and analyzed
by drawing on “Four Functions of Folklore” proposed by William Bascom.

It was found that there were 2,008 pieces of pottery found in six areas
of Mueang district, Phitsanulok.In addition, the result showed that there were
ten main groups of functions: 1) Buddha image and amulet, 2) ritual appliances,
3) architectural parts, 4) drinking containers, 5) tray of food, 6) kitchen utensils,
7) food storage and preserved containers, 8) general utensils, 9) toys, and
10) cowrie.

Regarding the roles of pottery as non-verbal folklore in Thai society, it
was found that there were four main roles which are 1) used as tools that
facilitate daily life, 2) used to show the identity of the community, 3) seen as
a mediator between the human and the mythological dimension, and 4) seen
as valuable sources of learning about society, culture, and lifestyles of Thai

people in the past for the next generations.

Keywords : Pottery, Phitsanulok, Art Object, Non-Verbal Folklore
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