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Abstract

“Niphan Wang Na” is a piece of literature composed by
Princess Kampushchat born of Maha Sura Singhanat (King Rama I’s ‘Front
Palace’) and his diasporic Khmer princess concubine, Ang E, who had
fledwith her relatives into Siam Kingdom, because of political reason,
at the early period of King Rama I’s reign. Even though the literature
mainly portrays the sorrow at the death of the author’s father, Khmer
chronicle, seemingly irrelevant, was significantly inserted in it. This paper
aims at examining the significance of the chronicle’s existence and its
significance for the interpretation of diasporic Khmer royalties’ lives in
Siam. The study reveals that the chronicle, supposedly well-known among
Khmer royal kin,functions as a cultural device to implicitly present the
meaningful message that a mythical ancestral Khmer king had
committed seriously unforgivable misconduct, consequently, he was
cursed. The curse also affected his descendants. Therefore, this chronicle
may also help interpret why some Khmer royalties, such as Ang E, had
to stray, abandoned their palace, and tremendously suffered in their
lives. Even though the chronicle seemed to indisputably predestine
diasporic Khmer royalties’ lives, their strong belief in the chronicle’s
content and in Buddhism’s Karmic law, convinced and suidedthem
how to behavein order not to reachthe tragic life as their ancestor did.
Keywords: Niphan Wang Na, Khmer chronicle, diaspora, diasporic

literature, Princess Kampushchat
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