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Abstract

This study investigates and classifies the factor affecting usage
of Kham Muang Vocabulary in the Upper Northern Thailand. The factor
is lexical field. The data are 259 lexeme collected from interviews with
144 informants in the 8 Upper Northem provinces of Thailand. The factor
affecting usage of Kham Muang Vocabulary was analyzed using
percentage and chi-squared tests.The findings show that in the
8 upper Northern provinces of Thailand, the overall usage of
Northern Thai is moderately high (69.58 percent). In the main
lexical field, the category of ‘other” was found at a high level (87.21
percent), followed by the categories of verbs and nouns, which were
moderately high (76.10 and 64.22 percent, respectively). In the sub-lexical
field, 3 collections of word types are identified. These are: modifiers;
conjunctions and particles; and stative and cognitive verbs,
which were observed at a high level (87.66, 86.23 and
85.28 percent, respectively). 5 collections of word types are
identified. These are: nouns related to people; action verbs; nouns
related to plants; nouns related time, nature, place and the built
environment; and nouns related to animals, which were observed at a
moderately high level (71.00, 68.97, 68.21, 64.95, and 64.53 percent,
respectively). Nouns related to supplies and equipment were
observed at moderate level (54.91 percent). In the overall
chi-squared analysis, on the relationship between lexical fieldand
the state of using Kham Muang Vocabulary, the lexical field of the
informants showed a statistically significant correlation.
Keywords : Kham Muang, State of Using Kham Muang Vocabulary,

Lexical field, Northern Thai Dialect
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