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MEDIA USE AND SOCIAL CAPITAL AND PARTICIPATION IN SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to
examine the use of media (television, radio, news,
internet, and folk media) by youths and their rela-
tionship with social capital (group & network and
trust), and participation in social activities in young
people in Trat. | surveyed a representative sample of
15- to 24-years olds (N=400) with questionnaire and
analyzed data with SPSS. The statistics employed
for the data analysis was Multiple Linear Regression
Analysis. From the study, | found that income and
father’s income were positively related to social
capital (group & network) because young people who
have more money can go to meet and spend time
with friends more than young people who have less
money. Internet media use were positively related to
social capital (group & network) because using internet
through social network can foster young people’s
social capital (group & network). Television and folk
media use were positively related to social capital
(trust) and folk media use was positively related to
participation in social activities because watching
entertainment television like dramas which have an
advantage content can enhance the production of
social capital (trust), together with using folk me-

dia can foster young people’s social capital (trust)
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because it make young people feel sentimental and
proud of their province and this feeling can enhance

participation in social activities.
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