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The Tourist Destination’s Capacity Development for

Pua District, Nan Province
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Abstract

This paper was part of the research project
on sustainable tourism development plan for Pua
district, Nan province. It aimed to study the tourist
behavior, tourist satisfaction, and tourist destination’s
capacity. The study method involved 4 processes: (1)
applying the questionnaires to ask 308 Thai tourists,
(2) surveying the capacity of the tourist destinations,
(3) organizing group discussion with the entrepreneurs
in tourism industry and community leaders, and (4)
interviewing 10 officers in both local administration
and government sector. For tourist behavior and
satisfaction, the result revealed that the tourists’
impression toward Pua district was on its nature and
history related activities, implying that these two
functions could later be developed into the tourism
highlights. And from evaluating the tourist destina-
tions’ capacity, we could classify them into 3 groups
as follows. Group 1, the highly significant, included
Doi Phu Kha National Park, Wat Prang, Wat Ton Laeng,
Ethnic Lifestyle in Pa Klang District, and Homestay in
Sila Petch District. Group 2, the moderately significant,
included Sila Petch Waterfall, Silverware of Pa Klang
District, Hercules Beetle Fighting Festival, Wat Phra-
that Beng Sakat, Chompoo Phu Kha Flower Festival.
Group 3, the least significant, composed of Wat Rong
Ngang, Wat Prathat Chom Chaeng, Wat Prathat Chom
Thong, Phaya Pha Nong Monument. Fundamentally,
the government sector needs an evaluation of tourist

destination’s capacity as a crucial tool for prioritizing
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the need for development. Particularly for the local
administration, it then could clearly define its strategy,
action plans or collaboration projects to effectively
develop the tourism. Also, the local administration
will be benefited more from tourism industry. Being
more aware of this fact, the people in the community
will come to participate in establishing the regulation
toward tourism, and prepare themselves to be ready
for sustainable development.

Keyword: tourist destination’s sustainable capacity

development
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