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From “Manih Nyakur” (Nyakur People) to Mon Dvaravati and the Process of

Bringing Historical Knowledge Back to Ban Rai Villlage
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Abstract

The Nyakur‘s ethnic identity have been
changed because of the effect of economic and
social change.This article is a part of The Study and
Revival Historical Ethnicity of Lawa and Mon Project
which is supported by Thailand Research Fund. This
research aims to study the ethnohistory and revive
the history and ethnic identity. Ban Rai village, Thep-
sathit district in Chaiyaphum province, was selected
to study because of 2 main reasons. The first one
was the strength of community and there were local

research assistants facilitating information to make
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the study easier. Second, this was an old village
and, therefore, there were many folklore and legend
histories. Third, this village was also located on the
ancient trade and cultural transmission routes in the
Khmer period. Moreover, the archaeological site dated
back to12 century was found here and might lead to
the answer of the decline of the Dvaravati.

The result revealed that the Nyakur language
related to the ancient Mon language used in Dvaravati
and, moreover, it also related to Kui and Khmer lan-
guages. The Nyakur’s folk tales were the important
knowledge resources. One of the stories was told that
the Nyakur’s castle had been occupied by the Khmer
which corresponded with the archaeological evidence
that the Dvaravati might escape from the war to the
mountain areas of the Khorat plateau. Dating back to
50-100 years, this community was hunting and forest
trading society. People brought things to exchange
with salt in Bamnet Narong (a district in Chaiyaphum
province). Later, the community has developed its
economy to the modern society and that caused the
change of its language and custom identity.

According to the historical knowledge finding,
the | has brought about this toward various activi-
ties, for example, to disseminate the finding in the
community’s public area ,to develop the historical
languages of Thai and Nyakur, to arrange an activity
for students in Ban Rai Patthana school, and to ed-
ucate the history to adults in the village. The main
purpose of this project was to develop ethnohistory
method and apply the knowledge for local people.
However, all historical information could not be
revealed because they would come into a conflict
between Thai-Isan (Lao people) and Nyakur people

living in the same village.
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