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De’ang : Chinese Scholars’ Perspectives on Mon-Khmer Languages in China
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Abstract

In China, 56 ethnic groups are officially en-
dorsed by the Chinese government. Of these, 3 are
members of the Mon-Khmer family,namely, the Blang,
the De’ang, and the Va ethnic minorities. These three
groups live scatteredly in Southern China including
Yunnan Province and Guangxi Region. They also mi-
grate across borders to settle along the borders of

neighboring countries including northern Thailand. This
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academic article offers an ethnographic discussion of
the De’ang ethnic minority based on data gathered
from written documents, views, and perspectives of
Chinese scholars. The article consists of 4 detailed
sections: Section lon introduction, Section 2 on a
brief overview of the De’ang ethnic minority in the
People’s Republic of China, Section 3 on the De’ang
language, and Section 4 on their ways of life, customs,
traditions, arts, and culture.

Keywords: De’ang, Paluang, Dara -ang, Mon-Khmer
language family,Austro-Asiatic, Ethnographic
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