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Abstract

‘Mobility of Chinese people” as resulted to the expansion of Chinese
influence does not limit to those investors, entrepreneurs, labors, and state
officials. There is also a movement of a large group of Chinese students travel
to western countries for education; while some of them decide to earn the
degree from colleges or universities in Southeast Asia. Thailand is considered
as one of the preferable designated countries where Chinese students choose
to come to study in each year.

The paper entitles, “the mobility” of Chinese students to Southeast
Asia: a case study of Chinese students in Chiang Mai University” aims to 1)
explore the mobility tendency of Chinese students to Southeast Asia countries,
and 2) analyze factors affecting their decision to take higher education in the
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universities in Thailand. Based upon the literature review, statistical analysis,
and interview with Chinese students of Chiang Mai University, the researcher
finds out that there have been an increasing number of Chinese students
studying in the programs which are provided at University and have a greater
tendency of Chinese students in each year. Results of the study also points
out that the significant factors affecting their decision to study are 1) tension
of entrance examination in China, 2) education opportunity, 3) former experience
in traveling to Thailand, and 4) other factors.

Keywords: Mobility, Chinese students, Chiang Mai University, Southeast Asia
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