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Abstract

This article aims to 1) review and critique the concept Thainess in
Thailand’s BE 2542 National Education Act, the BE 2560 - 2564 Education
Development Plan, and the provision of education for civil development in
the BE 2551 Basic Education Curriculum, especially as related to the subjects
of social studies, 2) discuss the political discourse regarding to Thainess which
affects the education for civil development in Thailand, and 3) suggest a good
teaching method for teaching social studies subjects to inculcate citizens for
the age of postmodernity. The article concludes that the traditional Thainess
is an obstacle to civil development in the age of postmodernity because it is
used as a tool of conservative politics. In addition, it does not open an area
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for people to define their own Thainess. As a result, the teaching of social
studies subjects should open up students’ awareness of who they are and
what capacity they have so that they can share the meaning of Thainess
appropriate for the age of postmodernity.

Keywords: Thainess, Social Studies, Education for Citizenship, Postmodern
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