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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to examine the structure of Hmong
folktales by applyingAxel Olrik’s theory and to explore the traditional Hmong
beliefs as portrayed in those folktales. A total of 103 folktales of the Hmong in
Nan province were analyzed using deductive reasoning method. The descriptive
analysis was applied in the study. The results revealed that Hmong folktales shared
universal characteristics as purposed in the theory of Axel Olrik. Among others,
the most frequently occurring characteristic was the law of opening and closing of
the stories, followed by the Law of the single strand and the law of the unity of
plot. The least frequently occurring characteristic was the law of twin. In addition,
it was found that a number of traditional Hmong beliefs were portrayed in the
folktales. The most frequently portrayed belief was the value, followed by the

beliefs in monster and the beliefs in history and the characteristics of humans.
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The two least frequently portrayed belief were the property of house medicine
and the belief in sin.

Keywords: Analysis of folktales, The folktales of Hmong, Theory of Axel Olrik, Belief
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