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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the structure of taste terms and its
categorization in Bisu language. The data used in this research was conducted by asking
informants to identify the tastes. The results showed that there were two structures: simple
and compound terms. The simple taste terms have the structure and syntactic relation in
the forms of Head-Modifier and Modifier-Head-Modifier which can be divided into three
types of reduplication of the head to emphasize the tastes to be clearer, initial modifier to
mark the taste or negate, and final modifier to degree of tates. The compound taste terms
are found in two types which were constituents of Head-Head and Head-Connective-Head.

The categorization of taste terms can be divided into 2 groups: prototype taste terms
and non-prototype taste terms. There are 8 basic taste terms which are /ar]lj-avv/:svveet,
/ ahbld/: watery, / al’]lﬁ/:rich, / al’]Uen/:sour, / alkha/:bitter, / aNjan/:salty,
/aNphan/:acidulous, and /afphi/:spicy. There are 14 non-basic taste terms of 4 categories
of attitude (/ antSabt/delicious and / kamp3/:mellow), smell (/ alhOm/:scented,
/aNhnam/:stench,/afNkhiw/:rank and /alfsap/: fishy), sensation (/af]iSi/:cool, /anhlan/:hot,
/ afhjan/:itchy, /ar]sin/:moist, and / afhjam/: senseless) and texture (/ afphdj/:crispy,
/ aNhndn)/:sticky and / afdd/:mild). Studies have shown that the Bisu people do not
prioritize the main taste of their food. but pay more attention to the attitude towards this

type of food and tend to eat foods based on their natural flavours and less food additives.

Keywords: Bisu, Taste Terms, Ethnosemantics
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