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Abstract

The objective of the research was to investigate the beliefs that are reflected in the meaning of
the words used in naming Chinese wines during the feudal period, from the Xia, Shang, and Zhou
Dynasties (2070 BC - 221 BQ) to the Qing Dynasty (AD 1636 - AD 1912), approximately 4,000 years, by using
document data obtained from the National Wines History Research Center of China, total 578 names. The
results of the study revealed that there were 179 names reflecting ancient Chinese beliefs which could
be categorized into 4 aspects. The first aspect was beliefs about auspiciousness, including auspicious
seasons, auspicious numbers, auspicious plants, auspicious objects, and auspicious meanings. The second
aspect was the names of ancient Chinese wines conveying notions about purity and symbols such as ice,
dew, lotus, white color, and clearness. The third aspect was the names of ancient Chinese wines
depicting beliefs about nature, including mountains, pine trees, and chrysanthemums. Finally the fourth

aspect was the names of ancient Chinese wines indicating ideas about Taoist beliefs.

Keywords: Beliefs, the Names of Ancient Chinese Wines, Auspiciousness, Purity, Taoist beliefs.
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