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The Representation of Gender in the Sound of Thai Names
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Abstract

This research aims to investigate the phonetic and phonological features that reflect typical
female and male identities found in the Thai naming practice. Results indicate that the female identity
tends to be characterised by names with more than 3 syllables (e.g. /tehatla?da/, /phanna?pho:mn/,
/su?phitsa?ra/), the final syllable structure of which often involves either a word-final open syllable
(e.g. /?a?phitsa?ray/, /2a?phinyay) or a closed syllable with a nasal coda (e.g.
/ponthany/,/tha?nantho:n/). However, if the final syllable of the name is realised by a syllable-final
plosive, a general trend is that the penulimate syllable will be either an open one (e.g.
/techomphuinut/, /ma?no:rat/) or one of the preceding syllables would be final nasal (e.g.
/phimlak/,/nanna?phat/). In terms of the reflection of male identity, it found that most male names
are formed by only 1 or 2 syllables (e.g. /tromy/, /toitehat/) with a likelihood that the final-syllable
structure often incorporates a word-final closed syllable (e.g. /phi?phat/, /traisit/) or a syllable-final
plosive (e.9. /themphop/, /kawra?krit/, /2attgha?ri?ya?/). Having said that, in the case of the final
syllable being a closed plosive one, a recurrent pattern would be that the structure of the penultimate
syllable remains either a closed syllable or a final-syllable plosive (.g. /su?krit/, /thana?phat/.
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