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Abstract

This research has two aims; to compare the degrees of Thai speakers’ English accent
between formal and informal styles, and to investigate factors that could affect reliability in the
accentedness judgment. Participants were twenty native English-speaking listeners, divided into four
groups; (1) English teachers with high exposure to English accent of Thai, (2) English teachers with
low exposure to English accent of Thai, (3) non-English teachers with high exposure to English accent
of Thai, and (4) non-English teachers with low exposure to English accent of Thai. They rated forty-
four English utterances spoken by ten Thais and one American. The utterances were divided into
formal and informal styles. The results show that the degrees of foreign accents in formal and informal
speech styles are not statistically significant. The results show slight differences of assessing the
degrees of foreign accent. However, standard deviation shows similarities across groups, suggesting

that the amount of exposure to English accent of Thai and English teaching/non — teaching career do
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not strongly affect reliability of their ratings of foreign accents. These findings support the view that

phonetic properties of the speech itself are important factors in assessing accentedness.
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