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Plagiarism Strategies in Thai Academic Texts: A Linguistic Analysis
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Abstract

Plagiarism is currently a major problem in the academic world. Many plagiarism detection
systems have been developed to deal with this problem. In order to enhance the system, the
understanding of plagiarism as a linguistic phenomenon is one of the key issues. As such, the purpose of
this paper is to investigate the strategies used in plagiarising Thai academic texts in three aspects i.e.
types, quantities and patterns. The analysis is based on the Rhetorical Structure Theory (RST) and
semantic roles related to sentence structure concept. It is found that there are 2 main plagiarism
strategies which can be divided into 15 types; the top-three types of plagiarism strategies are deletion,
insertion and content reduction; and plagiarists may use a single or combined types of plagiarism
strategies. However, there is a tendency that plagiarists prefer to use a single or less combined types of

plagiarism as well as the less complicated strategies in plagiarism.

Keywords: plagiarism, paraphrase, elementary discourse unit
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