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Intrinsic Pitch and Intrinsic Duration of Vowels in Waic Languages
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Abstract

High vowels tend to have higher FO (pitch) and shorter duration (length) than low
vowels (Neweklowsky, 1975; Fischer-J@rgensen, 1990). To test whether this compensation
hypothesis is applicable to SEA languages, the F0 and duration values of high and low vowels
in Waic languages of the Mon-Khmer language family were studied.

Lavue’, Wa, and Plang were selected to represent non-tonal. register, and tonal
languages, respectively. In each language, six informants of the same sex were used. They
were divided into two age groups: over-sixty and under-twenty. The Praat program was used
for acoustic analysis. The findings showed that high vowels tend to have higher F0 and longer
duration than low vowels. This means that the results of the acoustical measurements of the FO
values confirmed the compensation hypothesis but those of the duration values rejected.
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