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The Structure of Punch Lines in Lao Joke Texts
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Abstract

This paper discusses the nature of joke texts in Lao. The focus is on the strategies by
which the punchlines of jokes are constructed. Ninety-two jokes were collected from issues of
Vannasin magazine that were printed from 1995 to present (2006). The analysis of punchline
structures follows some ideas that were put forth in Hetzron (1991). The following structures
of punchlines were found in the text data, from highest to lowest frequency: (1) unexpectation,
(2) language, (3) crescendo, (4) opposition, (5) misunderstanding, (6) relative-becoming-
absolute values, (7) retro-communication or back information, (8) culture (9) reader’s
imaginings. Other structures that are found at lower frequencies (and are not discussed in
other literature, except “internal contradiction™) are (1) sarcasm, (2) metaphor, (3) swear
words, (4) internal contradiction, and (5) implication.
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A matchmaker takes his customer to the house of a lady-candidate. The man pulls the
matchmaker angrily aside and whispers to him: “How could you recommend this
woman to me? She is terribly ugly, she is dirty, she slutters, she’s almost blind...” —
“You don’t have to whisper,” the matchmaker interrupts him, “she’s also deaf.”

(Hetzron 9 Nua7: 76)
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