MIIFITNIHIIEAIBIIEAS DA 29 aUuil 2 unTaw - dgurn 2554

mmnInalugmzmmnigas: nsiSeunwiBedaanus wusunlng

Thai as a Second Language: Interactive Learning in Thai Context
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Abstract

This paper aims to investigate how learning Thai as a second language in Thailand
facilitates in acquiring the language and what linguistic features non-native learners of Thai
have developed after a year of residency and formal learning of the target language in
Thailand. The data were collected from the essays written by international students at
Thammasat University who, prior to their enrollment at the university, had no background of
the language and took Thai for two consecutive semesters. It is found from the study that the
vocabulary used by the learners is basically related to their daily routines. Essential
characteristics of the Thai language reveal in their use of various types of word formation,
complex syntactic structures and cohesive devices in discourse organization. However,

inconsistence and limited forms of use are quite obvious. Spoken styles and inaccuracy are
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common but the content is still understood by Thai natives. Finally, according to the ACTFL
(i.e. The American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages) Proficiency Guidelines,
the language ability of Thai in the writing skill of the samples may be put at minimum in the
Intermediate level. This study shows that interactive learning in context plays a prominent

role in second language acquisition.
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