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Variation of initial consonants in Thai Song
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Abstract

This paper investigates a variation of initial consonants to determine how these initial
consonants have been changed by the influence of the Thai language. Age and regional variables
that condition the variation of initial consonants are also taken into account. The informants were
classified into 3 age-groups, old, middle-aged, and young. The area of study covered Nakhorn
Pathom, Suphanburi, Ratchaburi, and Phetchaburi provinces. It was found that there is no initial
consonant variation if their development from the Proto initial consonants was the same as the Thai
language. However, if the development was different, the initial consonants vary according to age-
group. That is, young generation speakers tend to replace Thai Song initial consonants with Thai
ones more so than older generations. In general, most Thai Song speakers at all locations use initial
consonants in the same direction. The initial consonants are not much varied by locations.

Keywords: language variation, variation of initial consonants, Tai Dam, Thai Song
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