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Comprehensibility of Essay

1. Propositional Content

Statements are comprehensible on a single igégfreading only.

2 - Consistently comprehensible

1 - Inconsistently comprehensible
Most comprehensible, though some are not -

0 - Generally incomprehensible
Handwriting so poor essay is difficult to read rapidly
Essay too short to judge

2. Thesis statement

Essay has an explicit statement of purpose which limits the topic and

sets up procedure or divisions.

2 - Explicit, limiting, sets up procedure or divisions
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1 - Explicit but not limiting : doesn't set up procedure of divisions
Implicit but not expressed _
Depends on title or assigned topic for thesis
Thesis not completely relevant to topic
0 - No thesis statement, implicit or explicit
Thesis irrelevant to topic
Thesis statement difficult to understand
Essay too short to judge

Logical development of thesis
Ideas are grouped into logical categories and are presented in and

orderly way.

2 - Well grouped and well ordered
1 - Inconsistently grouped
Grouped, but not well ordered
Grouped, but relevance to thesis unclear
0 - No apparent grouping or order
Grouping or order is difficult to understand

Essay too short to judge

Paragraph and topic sentences

Paragraphs are formally indicated at logical junctures and are unified

by a limiting toplc sentence.

2 - All paragraphs formally indicated, all unified by limiting topic
sentences '

1 - Paragraphs inconsistently indicated
All paragraphs have topic sentences, but all are not limiting
Paragraphs unified, but some have no explicit topic sentence
Paragraphs formally indicated and have topic sentences, but some
are not unified

0 - No formal paragraphs
Nearly every sentence punctuated as a paragraph
Paragraphs indicated, but at 1llogical junctures

Paragraphs indicated, but tepics difficult to understand




5. Concreteness

Topic is supported with relevant concrete examples, facts, details,
definitions, etc. . _ B
2 - Support concrete and relevant
1 - Support concrete, but not always relevant
Support relevant, but not always concrete
Support inconsistently concrete and relevant
0 - Support too general
Support irrelevant
Support difficult to understand

Essay too short to judge

6. Transitions

Paragraphs and ideas within paragraphs are connected by explicit and

effective transition words or phrases.

2 - consistent, explicit and effective use of transitions
Essay smooth because writer uses reference, parallelism,
repetition, etc. in place of transitions
1 - Transitions either mechanical or all-purpose
Transitions inconsistent ; reader feels a lack in some places
0 - No transitions
Some transitions, but generally either incorrect or highly

mechanical

Essay too short to judge
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1. Is the topic sentence clearly
stated?

2. Is the paragraph well developed
and organized?

a. Does the paragraph contain ong
central idea only?

b. Is the topic adequately
developed or supported?

c. Is the paragraph unified and
coherent?

d. Does the paragraph have
continuity or smooth transiticn?
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