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Expository Text Structure: From Concept to Practice

for the Enhancement of English Reading Skills
Piyanuch Poothkaew

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Rajabhat Rajanagarindra University

Abstract
Reading texts in Englishis a part of an individual’s everyday life and often serves different
purposes, such as learning courses based on an educational system, pursuing knowledge-based
routines, applying information for quality of life, and assessing English proficiency in test format.
Most English texts are written with an expository text structure, whereby the text is systematically
constructed with an internal structure and aims to provide information about its topic to the reader.
The expository text structures commonly found in English language texts can be classified into

five types: description, sequence, problem-solution, cause—effect, and compare/contrast. Research
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findings reflect that a reader’s learning experience with a variety of different types of expository
text structure plays a pivotal role in enhancing reading comprehension. Readers who are familiar
with a variety of different types of expository text structure will read strategically and extract key
points from their readings. By contrast, readers who are not aware of the text structure can tend
to read without using reading strategies. Educators have suggested that experience with and training
on a variety of different types of expository text structure will improve readers’ reading comprehension

for more complicated English texts.

Keywords: Expository Text Structure, Concept to Practice, Enhancement of English Reading Skills
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1. Tassad1etion L uUUsI8e (Descriptive text structure)
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The Loggerhead has a reddish-brown upper shell and a dull brown to yellowish

lower shell. The adult Loggerhead weighs from 200 to 350 pounds and lives in temperate
and subtropical waters. This turtle is the most common sea turtle that nests on the shores
of the United States. The Loggerhead sea turtle feasts on shellfish, clams, horseshoe crabs,

and mussels. The Loggerhead turtle is classified as threatened.

Appearance

Habitat

Weight

Diet

ozyy wawia, 2547)
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2. lnsea¥edandnuluuLanIaiumMANISal (Sequence text structure)
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early, before, to begin with, again more recently, finally, the former, the latter, not
long after, soon, now, today, after a short while, meanwhile, steps, stages, time line,
history, sequence, development, look for a series of dates in histories
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During the months from May to September, the Loggerhead turtle comes ashore to nest at
night. First the turtle crawls out of the sea to the beach in search of the right place to build a nest
for its eggs. Once the location is identified, the turtle digs a hole with its flippers that measures 8"
wide and 18" deep. Next, the turtle lays around 120 eggs the size of ping pong balls. The turtle then
covers the nest by throwing sand over the nest with its flippers. The turtle does this to protect the
eggs from predators. Finally, the turtle makes its way back to the sea, and does not return to attend

to the nest.

Time Order

First

A 4

Second S Third

Wezus wauia, 2547)
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3. Tassadadannunuutgminaznisuily (Problem-solution text structure)
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trouble, difficulty, hazard, need to prevent, threat, danger, puzzle, can hurt, not good,
bad Saffvierdinansdnvaslassaiadonialudiuiszynisudly 1wy to satisfy
the problem, ways to reduce the problem, to solve these problems, protection from
the problem, solution, in response, recommend, suggest, reply
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The Loggerhead sea turtle is threatened. Conservationists are attempting to
help the survival rate of the Loggerhead turtles by educating the public about the

nesting habits of the sea turtles and by passing gill netting regulations for fishermen.

Problem - Solution

Problem -_— Solution

[Vozuy nauia, 2547)
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4. lnssa¥edaninunuumnuazig (Cause-effect text structure)
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AvisoaTILansd ez lAsIESeToAIM WU cause, lead to, bring about, originate,
produce, make possible, owing to, by means of, accomplish by, since, due to, because,
in order to, reasons, why, if/then, on account of, in explanation, effect, affect(s), so,
as a result, consequence, thus, therefore, accordingly, for the purpose of
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Natural predators such as snakes, sea gulls, and raccoons are considered
threats to the sea turtles. But human beings are considered to pose the greatest threat
to the sea turtles. People threaten the turtles if they disturb the nesting sites or harm
the sea turtles at sea. Because of these dangers, the Loggerhead sea turtle is considered
threatened.

Cause & Effect

Effect 1

Cause Effect 2

A 4

Effect 3

Wevuy waua, 2547)
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5. Tassad1edonnunuunisssuiisuaumiiounazanuuanag (Compare/
contrast text structure)
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LANFNN LU instead, but, however, alternatively, whereas, on the other hand, while,
compare, in comparison, in contrast, in opposition, not everyone, all but, have in
common, similarities, share, resemble, the same as, just as, more than, longer than,
less than, act like, look like, despite, although, difference, differentiate, different
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subtropical waters and tend to stay near the coastline.

The Green sea turtle and the Loggerhead sea turtle nest along the Atlantic and
the Pacific shores in the United States. The Green sea turtle is on the endangered list while
the Loggerhead is listed as threatened. The Green sea turtle eats grass, algae and other
vegetation and is classified as herbivorous. The loggerhead turtle eats horseshoe crabs,

clams, and mussels and is classified as carnivorous. Both sea turtles live in temperate and

Loggerhead Sea Turtles

Alike

Different

Green Sea Turtles
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Compars/Contrast

Problem

Problerm/Solution

1.
2
3
4.
L
Sequence
A Eeam |
/""""
&
/ .
Cause < Effect #2 |
HK"‘\ |
1 Effect #3 |
Causa/Effect
Signal Words/Phrases
Description  for example, characteristics, for
instance, such as, is like, including,
to illustrate
Sequence  first, second, third, later, next,
before, then, finally, after, when,
later, since, now, previously
Compare/  however, nevertheless, on the other
contrast hand, but, similarly, although, also,
in contrast, different, alike, zame
as, either/or, in the same way, just
like, just as, likewise, in comparison,
wheraas, yet
Causa/ if-then, reasons why, as a rasult,
affect therefore, becauss, consequently,
since, so that, for, hence, due to,
thus, this led to
Praklem/ rablem is, dilemma is, if-then,
solution ecaise, 50 that, question/answer,

puzzle is solved
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4. anudAyvadlaseEietandueiulenIy
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Read “A Cultural Difference: Being on Time” and complete the map on the
next page (Smith & Mare, 1995, pp. 3-9).

A Cultural Difference: Being on Time

In the United States, it is important to be on time, or punctual, for an
appointment, a class, a meeting, etc. However, this may not be true in all countries.
An American professor discovered this difference while teaching a class in a Brazilian
university. The two-hour class was scheduled to begin at 10 AM. and end at 12 P.M.
On the first day, when the professor arrived on time, no one was in the classroom.
Many students came after 10 AM. Several arrived after 10:30 AM. Two students
came after 11 AM. Although all the students greeted the professor as they arrived,
few apologized for their lateness. Were these students being rude? He decided to
study the students’ behavior.

The professor talked to American and Brazilian students about lateness in
both an informal and a formal situation: lunch with a friend and in a university class
respectively. He gave them an example and asked them how they would react. If
they had a lunch appointment with a friend, the average American student defined
lateness as 19 minutes after the agreed time. On the other hand, the average Brazilian
student felt the friend was late after 33 minutes.

In an American university, students are expected to arrive at the appointed
hour. In contrast, in Brazil, neither the teacher nor the students always arrive at the
appointed hour. Classes not only begin at the scheduled time in the United States,
but they also end at the scheduled time. In the Brazilian class, only a few students
left the class at noon; many remained past 12:30 to discuss the class and ask more
questions. While arriving late may not be very important in Brazil, neither is staying
late.

The explanation for these differences is complicated. People from Brazilian
and North American cultures have different feelings about lateness. In Brazil, the
students believe that a person who usually arrives late is probably more successful
than a person who is always on time. In fact, Brazilians expect a person with status

or prestige to arrive late, while in the United States lateness is usually considered to
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be disrespectful and unacceptable. Consequently, if a Brazilian is late for an appointment
with a North American, the American may misinterpret the reason for the lateness
and become angry.

As a result of his study, the professor learned that the Brazilian students
were not being disrespectful to him. Instead, they were simply behaving in the
appropriate way for a Brazilian student in Brazil. Eventually, the professor was able

to adapt his own behavior so that he could feel comfortable in the new culture.
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