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The Effectiveness of Using Songs in Teaching
Grammatical Structure and Vocabulary: The case of

Kasetsart University students’ first year English
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to test the effectiveness of using English songs in teaching
grammatical structure and vocabulary to university students as well as to investigate the use of song
activities to promote students’ knowledge on grammatical structure and vocabulary. The study was
conducted with first year university level students at Kasetsart University, Kampangsaen Campus.
Two participating groups each composed of 40 students were selected randomly. The control group
was taught in traditional methods without any teaching of songs. The experimental group was taught
new vocabulary and the same grammatical structure with the help of selected songs and class

activities including singing and exercises. A pre-test and a post-test were given to the two groups measuring
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students’ grammatical structure and vocabulary competence. The findings of the experimental group
presented a significant improvement of English vocabulary and grammatical structure. This study shows that

the use of songs plays an important role in teaching English as a foreign language.

Keywords: songs, language teaching, TEFL, gramnmatical structure, vocabulary
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1 LISTENING: SAD MOVIES

A.

VOCABULARY: Here are some words from the song. Read the definitions.

Then complete each sentence with the correct word.

turn down (v) to reduce the amount of sound, heat, or light produced by a piece of equipment by pressing

a button or moving a switch

turnon  (v) to make a piece of equipment start working by pressing a button or moving a switch

projector (n) a piece of equipment used for showing films or slides on a screen

lips (n) two edges that form the top and bottom parts of your mouth

tears (n) drops of liquid that comes from your eye when you cry

lie

(n) something that you say or write that is not true and that you know is not true

light (n) something that makes vision possible

almost  (adv) nearly

B.

Please the light. | am going to start the DVD.

Mary’s red stretched into a smile.

My eyes are filled with whenever | watch an emotional movie.
When Sarah turned on the big , her kids were happy to watch a cartoon.
Every time Pinocchio tells a , his nose grows one inch longer.

Why don’t you the fan? It is hot in here.

It’s too dark to read. | need more ?

Sarah’s eyes are filled with  after watching a sad movie.

PREVIEW LISTENING: You are going to listen to a song called “Sad Movies.” Look at the

box below. Circle the words you might hear from the song. Then compare with a partner.

work alone right turn on
best friend cry darling tear
mama lie bad news
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C. LISTENING FOR MAIN IDEAS: Listen to the song. Circle the correct answer to each
question.
1. Why did the singer go to the movie alone?
a. She wanted to go by herself.
b. Her boyfriend said he had to work.

c.  She did not know who wanted to watch a movie with her.

N

. Who did the singer see at the movie theater?
a. Her best friends.
b. Her boss and her best friend.

c.  Her boyfriend and her best friend.

3. Why did the singer cry?
a. The movie was sad.
b. She had to walk home.

c.  She saw her boyfriend and her best friend.

D. LISTENING FOR DETAILS: Listen to the song again. Then complete the missing words.

Use the words in the box.

said died walked got up started

() turned down
Sad movies always make me cry.

Sad movies always make me cry.

He 1. he 2. to work, so | 3. to the show alone.
They 4. the lights and 5. the projector .

And just as the news of the world 6. to begin,

| 7. my darling and my best friend walking in.

Although | was sitting right there they didn't see me.

And so they both 8. right in the front of me.
And when he 9. her lips then | almost 10.
And in the middle of the color cartoon | 11. to cry.

17



37150 MALNIWIMaRT UN 36 aTuil 2 (Unsiau-Tgungu 2561)

JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE AND LINGUISTICS 36, 2 (JANUARY- JUNE 2018)

Oh sad movies always make me cry.

Sad movies always make me cry.

And so | 12. and slowly | 13. on home,
And Mama 14. the tears and said "Baby, what is wrong?."
And so just to keep from telling her a lie,

| just said "Sad movies makes me cry."

2 GRAMMAR: Regular and Irregular Verbs

Complete the chart with the correct forms of the verbs in past tense.

Present Past Present Past
1. die 5. have
2. start 6. get
3. turn 7. say
4. walk 8. see

3 WRITING
Put the words in the correct order to make sentences.

1. last / in front of / sat / John / me/ night

2. two / walked / Mary /ago / room / to / hours / her

3. did / Mary / turn / the / yesterday / lights / not / off

Write three sentences about what you did yesterday. You may use the following questions as
your guide line.

1. What did you do?

2. Where did you go?

3. Who did you go with?
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2. 118819908 UN LY IUIIUIRY

In this test, there are two parts: Grammar and Vocabulary.

PART A. Grammar. Write the correct past tense form of the following verbs.

Present Past Present Past
1. die 5. have
2. start 6. get
3. turn 7. say
4. walk 8. see

PART B. Vocabulary.

(1) Choose the correct answer.

1.

I my free time reading my favorite books.

a. change b. spend C. give

d. divide
My hair is wet. | want to it.
a. blow b. come c. dry d. wash
Every time Pinocchio tells a , his nose grows one inch longer.
a. joke b. lie c. story d. tale
Mary’s red stretched into a smile.
a. eyebrows b. ears c. lips d. eyes
Why don’tyou ~ thefan? Itis hotin here.
a. turn down b. put away c. turn on d. turn off

(2) Choose the synonym for the underlined word.

1.

Please turn down the light. | am going to start the DVD.

a. open b. turn on c. turn off d. close

He began to drift away from me a few months ago.

a. go back b. become apart c. come close d. continue
Last summer was so much fun. The food was good and we really had a blast!

a. had a great time  b. had a hard time c. had a difficult time  d. had a bumpy ride
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