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Abstract

Southeast-Asian linguistic specialists: Gedney (1965), Downer (1992) and Svantesson (2011)
have pointed out that a large number of Tai words, especially those from the Southwestern Tai
languages (mostly Lao and Tai Lue), were borrowed, in different periods, into Khmu', which is a Mon-
Khmer language and that the ancient Tal sounds have been well preserved in those Tai loanwords.
Equipped with comparable field data on five Khmuic languages, Ban Rai Khmu' (Uthai Thani), Thung
Chang Khmu' (Nan), Bo Kluea Prai (Nan), Bo Kluea Mal (Nan) and Wiang Sa Miabri (Nan), collected by
the author, the Tai loanwords in these Khmuic languages were compared with the written forms or
spellings of the cognate words in Standard Thai. Briefly, the research results support the previous
findings of Gedney (1965), Downer (1992) and Svantesson (2011), even though their analyses were

based only on Khmu'.
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