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The Politics of Denial: the Case of PM Yingluck Government
arias amdio

Abstract

In logic, negation is a common strategy in argumentation‘. It is used to negate an opposing
viewpoint, to refute an argument or to remove misunderstanding. In this vein, denial is situated in an
interaction of argument. The existence of denial presupposes a previously stated argumentation to which
the denial is opposing with an aim to defend oneself from unpleasant proposition.

This paper aims to analyse the linguistic and logical mechanism of negation in Thai political
discourse in order to project the possible pragmatic purposes of it. This paper takes negation sentences
produced by the current Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra in political context as data. The sample is
collected from August 2011, when Yingluck was declared a candidate to represent Phuea Thal party in
the general election, until August 2012.

The analysis of negation draws upon some approach in argumentation in order to identify data.
Then the negation identified will be analyzed using relevance theory to point out the argumentation
previously stated or commonly acknowledged in the context. When proposition is identified, the study
classifies the type of negation and assigns the possible implication of it. The pragmatic implication of the
interaction will be proposed.

The findings reveal that negation found in the discourse of PM Yingluck are the responses to
questions which can be classified into 3 types: asking for information, asking for confirmation and asking
for reaction/comments. The questions that ask for confirmation and reaction are found most often. The
questions can be seen as performing an act of accusation. The negation can be classified into 4 types:
direct negation, indirection negation, refusal to answer and ask question back/ retaliate. It is found that
30 examples of direct and indirect negation show PM.'s cooperation with reporters by responding to the
question in such manners, The option of refusal to answer and question back/ retaliate, which are found
6 and 7 instances respectively, are delivered in compromising manner .

Analysed dialogically, the questions show socfal skepficism about the PM. as a women, as a
sister of former PM Thaksin Shinawatra and as a leader of the country. The negation found in her
responses shows her attempt to ward off the accusations. However, since her style of political
communication that differs from the norm of political sphere, namely, her choice to cooperate, her choice
to use dissuasion rather than refutation and her manner of striking back which lack aggressiveness

typically found in political discourse, negatively affect her image as a leader.
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