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Abstract

This article argues that: 1) the Traditional Thai Calendar or “pii hon thay”
was derived from the Traditional Chinese sexagenary cycle calendar. 2) Names of the
12 calendar animals in Thai are not native Thai words. Neither are they Chinese
words. Loan translation appears to have taken place in languages other than Thai. The
borrowing languages are crucial evidence for the homeland of the Thai. 3) The Thai
calendrical traditions or hiit-sip-s301) or 12(month) traditions and number words, i.e.
one, two, three, were also derived from the traditional Chinese calendar.

Both traditional Thai and traditional Chinese calendars are sexagenary
cycle.Both have two basic components — one with 10 members, the other twelve. All
of the 60 names of the years are generated by the combinations of the members of
both components. The sexagesimal calendar is lunisolar. The sexagesimal cycle is for
keeping track of the years. The year is solar and it has 12 lunar months which are
numbered in sequence, 1 to 12. Since the lunar months are shorter than the solar
months, every two or three years an intercalary month is added , in the same manner
that leap year is needed in the Gregorian calendar. For the Thai traditional calendar,
the added month is always after the eight month, following the Buddhist tradition that
the added month must always be the same month . For Chinese, the added month can
be any month. The number of the intercalary month is the same as that of the
preceding regular month. Thus, the Thai traditional calendar has only double eight
months while the Chinese , the Vietnamese and others who did not adopt the Buddhist
way can have any month as their intercalary month.

As for the traditional Thai calendar or “ pii hon thay”, all of the 60 names of
the years are of foreign origin, i. ¢. /kiap-cay”, /pdek- sii/, /taw-san/. The names of
the 12 calendar animals in one of the two components of the sexagenary cycle are
different from those used in traditional astrology which , in turn, are different from
those used in everyday Thai presently, i.e. /chuat/ “rat”, /ra-kaa/ “rooster”, /coo/
“dog”. The words secem to have been translated from Chinese into other languages.
The Thai ancestors appeared to have borrowed these terms from whoever had
translated the terms from Chinese. They did not borrow them directly from Chinese.
Vietnamese is a good candidate. Presently, all the three words for calendar animals
above are still used in everyday Vietnamese.

Ingrained in the traditional Chinese calendar were words for numbers,
calendrical festivals and religious activities. Several of the Thai calendrical festivals
coincide with those of the Chinese, i.c. the worship of ancestral and other spirits,
lantern floating and lantern-flying, long boat racing, lunar New Year celebrations, the
making of sticky rice confections wrapped in leaves, and colored sticky rice. Chinese
number words, i. e. /sdam/ “3”, /sii/ “4”, were borrowed into Thai mainly through the
use of the Chinese traditional calendar.
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