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Abstract

This article results from a preliminary investiéation of some. Thai celebrities’
language use and conversation strategies. The language data are transcriptions from
two groups of celebrities’ interviewed language. One group of subjects represents those
from the entertainment business, and the other from the business community. The data
were drawn from some popdlar TV talk shows which interviewed celebrities about their
personal life, attitudes, experiences, and careers, in a semi-formal andfor casual

manner. Two men and two women were selected from the entertainment group, and
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two men and one woman from the business group. The linguistic features and
conversation strategies investigated include: pronunciation of certain words, choice of
first-person pronoun, use of slang, final particles, foreign words, hedges, and narrative:
structure. The findings indicate that the celebrities from the entertainment group largely
differ from the business group in the following features: pronunciation of certain words,
use of pronouns for self-reference, foreign words, and use of hedges. One may
conclude that distinctive linguistic features are found associated with each particular

group, and indicate the group identity.
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