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Abstract

“Traditional Chinese Calendar: the Source of Traditional Thai Calendar” is
part of the research project on “Traditional Chinese Calendar and the Origin of the
Thai . This article argues that: 1) the Traditional Thai Calendar was derived from the
Traditional Chinese sexagenr;lry calendar. 2) Names of the 12 calendar animals in Thai
are not native Thai words. Neither are they Chinese words. Loan translation appears
to have taken place in languages other than Thai. The borrowing languages are crucial

evidence for the homeland of the Thai.
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Both traditional Thai and traditional Chinese calendars are sexagenary cycle.
Both have two basic components — one with 10 members, the other twelve. All of the
60 names of the years are generated by the combinations of the members of both
components. As for the traditional Thai calendar, all of the 60 names of the years are

of foreign origin, i. e. /kdap-cay”, fpdak- sit/, /tiw-san/. The names of the 12 calendar

animals in one of the two components of the sexagenary cycle are different from those
used in traditional astrology which , in turn, are different from those used in present

day Thai, i.e. /chuat/ “rat”, /ra-kaa/ “rooster”, /co0/ “dog” words. They seem to have

been translated from Chinese into other languages. The Thai ancestors appeared to
have borrowed these terms from whoever had translated the terms from Chinese.
They did not borrow them directly from Chinese. Vietnamese is a good candidate.

They still use /coo/ to mean “dog” in their language today.
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