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Abstract

This research was to study the meaning of the Thai word “lie” in prototype theory, to
prove whether the religious devoutness has influence on the interpretation of the word “lie”,
and to see how much a semantic feature of the word effects the interpretation of a situation as
alie. The result was compared to the result from analyzing the English word “lie”.

The data was collected from 194 Thai speakers. The subjects were categorized into 3
groups: those with high religious devoutness, those with medium religious devoutness and
those with low religious devoutness.

The result partly supports the hypothesis. The people with different degrees of
religious devoutness differently interpret a situation as a lie with different weight. Those with
medium religious devoutness give higher scores than those with high religious devoutness.
The stories with more prototype elements are judged more as lie than the stories with less
prototype elements. Those with high and medium religious devoutness rank all elements in
the same way (want the hearer to believe > believe the story to be false > the story is fault >
bad intention). While those with medium religious devoutness rank the elements differently
(believe the story to be false > want the hearer to believe > bad intention > the story is fault).
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2 1 3 63 100 60 100 69 97.18 192 98.97
3 1 4 62 98.41 60 100 70 98.59 195 98.97
4 1 5 62 98.41 60 100 64 90.141 186 95.88
5 1 6 63 100 60 100 69 97183 | 192 | 98.97
6 1 7 63 100 60 100 70 98,59 193 99.48
7 1 8 63 100 59 98.33 70 98.59 192 98.97
8 1 9 63 100 60 100 70 98.59 193 99.48
9 1 10 63 100 60 100 69 97.18 192 98.97
10 1| 11 63 100 59 98.33 68 78 190 | 97.94
11 1 | 12 63 100 60 100 71 100 194 100
12 1 13 62 98.41 60 100 71 100 193 | 99.48
13 1 14 63 100 60 100 71 100 194 100
-14 1 15 63 100 60 100 71 100 194 100
15 1 | 18 63 100 60 100 71 100 194 100
16 2 6 61 96.83 55 91.67 65 91.55 181 93.3
17 2 7 56 88.89 48 80 57 80.28 | 185 | 82.99
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3 69.84 92 86.67 o4 76.06 150 77.32
29 3 9 54 85.71 52 86.67 50 70.42 156 80.41
30 3 10 50 79.37 52 86.67 51 71.83 153 78.87
31 3 11 38 60.32 48 80 29 40.85 115 59.28
32 3 12 60 95.24 a8 96.67 66 92.96 184 94.86
33 3 13 56 88.89 58 96.67 65 91.55 179 92.27
34 3 15 63 100 60 100 70 98.60 193 99.48
35 3 16 63 100 59 98.33 41 87.75 163 84.02
36 4 6 56 88.89 55 91.67 55 77.47 166 85.57
37 4 7 47 74.60 50 83.33 47 66.20 144 74.23
38 4 8 45 71.43 47 78.33 41 57.77 133 68.56
39 4 9 50 79.37 53 88.33 50 70.42 153 78.87
40 4 10 54 85.71 48 80 47 66.20 149 76.80
41 4 11 43 68.25 47 78.33 36 50.70 126 64.95
42 4 12 61 96.83 87 95 59 83.10 177 91.24
43 4 13 55 87.30 63 88.33 62 57.32 170 87.63
414 4 14 49 77.78 62 86.67 52 73.24 153 78.87
45 4 15 62 98.41 57 95 67 94.37 186 | 95.88
46 4 16 63 100 60 100 71 100 194 100
47 5 6 89 93.85 56 91.67 60 84.51 174 89.70
48 5 7 51 80.95 53 88.33 54 76.06 158 81.44
49 5 8 56 88.89 51 85 57 80.28 164 84,54
50 5 9 56 88.89 22 86.67 59 83.10 167 86.08
51 5 10 59 93.65 50 83.33 o8 81.69 167 86.08
52 5 11 49 77.78 40 66.67 35 49.30 124 63.92
53 5 13 59 93.65 53 88.33 61 85.92 173 89.18
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59 6 16 63 100 59 98.33 71 100 193 99.48
60 7 12 63 100 56 98.33 64 90.141 183 94.33
61 7 14 59 93.65 46 76.67 55 77.47 160 82.48
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71 11 12 62 98.41 55 91.67 65 95.78 185 95.36
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73 11 16 63 100 29 98.33 71 100 193 99.48
74 12 16 63 100 60 100 11 100 194 100
75 13 | 16 63 100 59 98,33 71 100 193 99.48
76 14 16 63 100 60 100 71 100 194 100
77 15 16 63 100 59 98.33 71 100 193 99.48
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