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Abstract

The article “Nouns, class terms and classifiers: distinctive, overlapping and
gradient categories” aims to present that, besides nouns and classifiers, there actually
exists another distinctive grammatical category, so called “class terms”. The analysis
is based on the framework of Prototype Theory by GivOn (1986) and grammatical
categories and grammaticalization by GivOn (1979) and DeLancey (1997)

The present study shows that, in Thai, class terms behave differently from
regular nouns and classifiers. They only occur in lexicalized compounds and
semantically function in a more particular way than nouns do: to identify kinds and
shapes of modified nouns, while classifiers occur with their classified terms
elsewhere. The three categories are on the continuum from pure nouns to pure
classifiers according to the amount of semantic and syntactic noun and/or classifier

behavior which various morphemes manifest. Since a synchronic set of strict
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categories is not informative enough, the only explanation for such an ambiguous

phenomenen requires the diachronic process.
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In fact, as scon as we get beyond Noun and Verb, there is no
other syntactic category which is not absent in some languages.
‘Minor’ categories, of course, show tremendous cross-linguistic
variation; while many minor category of functions (e.g.
complementation, clause combining, marking of speech-act type)
are surely universal, the means by which they are carried out in the
grammar are clearly not.
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...there is no requirement that, speaking synchronically, every
form must necessarily beleng unambiguously to one category or the
other. Indeed, from work over the last generation in prototype
theory, grammaticalization theory, and the functional basis for
syntax, it is clear that we should not expect such absolute
categorization...
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