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Abstract

This article investigates the development of five Tai varieties in Assam, India;
namely, Ahom, Khamti, Phake, Aiton, and Khamyang. The first is a dead language in the
sense that it is no longer used in daily communication by any people. It is, however,
survived by an abundance of documents, written in Tai Ahom scripts. Former Tai Ahom
speakers have shifted to Assamese. Currently, language shift is also taking place in
Khamyang, in the same way as the Ahom Tai. Khamti, Phake, and Aiton still speak Tai
in their daily communication in their villages and among the Tais of different groups.
These Tai languages seem to have developed differently, i.e. postposition in Khamti and

preposition in Phake and Aiton.
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