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Abstract

The aim of this research was to survey the evolution of initial consonants
/j/ and /1/ in the Tai Yong dialect used in 7 areas by using the cognate list of Fang
Kuei Li (1954). The resuits can be described as follows:

1. The Proto Tai initials *hp, *n, *2j and *j in Yong, Muang Yong,
Chiengrai and Chiangmai have merged with j only.

2. The Proto Tai initials *2j, *Jj in Yong of Nan and Lamphoon have
merged with 1.

3. The Proto Tai initials *2j, *j in Yong of Prae have almost completely
merged with 71

4. The Proto Tai initials *2 j, *j in Yong of Lampang have begun to merge

with n.
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