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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to compare the shape-based classifiers in Tai
languages, namely, Lao, Central Thai, Shan, Lue, Northern Zhuang, and Buyi. The
framework of semantic components proposed by Allen (19777) is used for data
analysis.

It has been found that the shape-based classifiers that are different in all
languages are one-dimensional inflexible classiﬁeré, i.e., Lao [diiag], Thai [Iém], Shan
[ma:k], Lue [thén], Northern Zhuang [fak™'], and Buyi [va'']. The classifiers which arc
present in all languages are the two-dimensional inflexible classifier [phan] and the
two-dimensional flexible classifier [bay]. The classifiers that all languages of the
Southwestern Tai branch share are the one-dimensional flexible classifter [sén], the
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two-dimensional flexible classifier [phuiun], and the three-dimensional small
classifier [mét]. On the other hand, the languages of the Northern Tai branch, i.e.,
Northern Zhuang and Buyi share the one-dimensional flexible classifier [tiu*/teu’']
which is borrowed from Chinese. The Northern Zhuang language also uses another
Chinese loan word [fa:n**] as a two-dimensional flexible classifier whereas the Buyi
language uses the native classifier [tgon™]. Both the Northern Zhuang and the Buyi
language use native classifiers [ge’'/nat’'/gvei™] and [nat''/num?'] respectively with
three-dimensional small entities, As for the three-dimensional large classifiers, the Lao
and Lue languages use the cognates [nfiay] and [ndi]. The Thai language uses [lfiuk]
whereas the Shan language uses [luk], [hoj] and [ndj]. The Northern Zhuang and Buyi
use the hative classifiers [?dak™] and [?dan®] respectively. The comparison of shape-
based classifiers in Tai languages reveals that the factors which play an important role
in the use of classifiers are the perception of dominant characteristics of entity,
metaphorical extension, cultural diversity, and language contact.
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