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Abstract

This paper summarizes a study on vowel gradation and semantic
implication in the intensifying couplets of the Isan dialect or the northeastern
dialect of Thai. The vowel gradation is an interesting phonological
phenomenon where a change of vowel height signifies different degrees of
semantic implication; for example in some groups of these couplets, the
gradation from [i:] to (ejand [a;signifies the gradual opening degrees of size.
The analysis of these couplets is based on seven phonological structures each
of which indicates a systematic relation between the vowel gradation and
degrees of semantic implication.
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minnsvimgsuihmhieduamumiatend intensifying  couplets Tu

m‘mamuu,am'lwLﬁuﬁqmwé’mﬁuﬁadwLﬂusvuwmmvmumiwwaww%{]mm
(cognitive process) waqqma’[uﬂamununm'm'lﬁ aamAs siamely (intemal code)
Feldun avumsnsiienuimilastusianmeuan (external code) Faldun (Foauaz
unsoledeemuldasaiiussansmuneliiaaluienfidamunn m‘s'l%’ﬁwjﬁgu 9
ﬂ'i"mgmsn‘fmqﬁ'ﬂ"‘:mﬁnumzf‘rﬁwzLﬂmané’nmﬁawwﬁ‘ﬁwﬁiﬁlumm
S lunnwndudu quaslng Wy mwnlnsaganwn ﬁf‘iwjﬁ“lﬁ’lunﬁﬁammv&uﬁ'u a1
B8 T <187 Lwiﬁw;jm'sin‘fﬁlﬁ'uamam'sz'izﬁ'uamwé'uwaqaszﬁ’qLﬁuﬁLﬁm’Lumm
Fawu (gmdeneily Rodiwd mewley, 2544; 2547) namdadg lumeing
nsqmwwstlqﬂ's'mgm5mm~1amﬂmmsﬂfm audssaudannaasuaddTs (vowel
hannony) dawmerle e tunuduiilumm iy 1 fidndninnez fuanlddnm
rsaalm (Sprigg, 1970; Carnochan, 1970; Schane, 1973; Hyman, 1975; Goldsmith,
1990; van de Hulst and van de Weijer, 1996) NnaMTieNsimg e lnengammw
wawﬁlﬁau%qniinﬁeﬁ'wéfuwuiwmmﬂ'svmuﬁaﬂﬂé’aqwma‘izﬁmmé’uﬁuﬁﬁuﬁ'ﬂmq
aumnoies 2 seeusuiiiy Aa stuenavingludesu dussyrnuvnglude
Bauldes (onomatopoeic description) mLuaLﬂsaumtrunumm'lummamuwlmuam
msieneilumenuiiud mﬂ"[.ummaawuﬂimgmimmqamﬂmﬂmmu an
muAmsAnwfisdy qgwﬂuL‘zfa'mqm,lﬂn{]mmmqawmmau afanaunglumn
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