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Abstract

This article is an attempt to offer a different perspective on the origin of the
Tai. There is new evidence to prove that the Tai came from the vicinity of North
Vietnam and Southwestern China. The writer argues that the Tai used to live there,
practicing Taoism under Chinese rule from 111 B.C. to 938 A.D. The Tai lived in
this area side by side with the Vietnamese. At present, traces of Taoism can still be
found in the Thai language and “Khwan” ceremonies. The word “Khwan” was

originally a Chinese word.
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