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Taoist Legacies in the Thai Language and Culture
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Abstract

This article proposes that the Thai Chalew or Ta-laew had its origin in
Taoism. The argument is based on the hypothesis that the ancestors of the Thais
once lived in the vicinity of present-day North Vietnam and Southwestern China
and practiced “Taoism”. Later they migrated to the present arca and adopted
Buddhism. Modern Thais no longer practice Taoism but traces of Taoist faith can
still be found in their society. Chalew, Riak Khwan ceremonies, and Lak Muang
or City Pillar are explained as Taoist legacies to the Thais. At present a large
number of Thai farmers still use “Chalew” to ward off demons in the same way
that the Tais in North Vietnam and in Southwestern China do.
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