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Traces of Taoism in Ancient Tai
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Abstract

This article proposes that Tais were believers of Taoism before they
migrated to where Thailand is at the present. Seven keywords of Tacism are
found in other Tai dialects and can be traced back to Chinese, the language
used by /thadw/ the Tao priest, when performing Tao ceremonies.

Originally, Taocism was a socio-political religion. The Tao priests ruled, or
collected tax, as well as preached and performed Tao ceremonies.
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