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The Samre Language in Thailand:
A Language in the Most Serious Stage of Endangerment
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Abstract

Samre is a language in the Pearic branch of the Mon-Khmer (Austro-
asiatic) subfamily. At the moment only twenty Samre speakers are found at
Ban Ma-Muang and Ban Nonsi, Bo-Rai District, Trat Province of Thailand.
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Most Thai people don’t know about this ethnic group, and misunderstood that
they are Thai. This paper aims to introduce the Samre and their present
language situation.

The study found that Samre language has been heavily influenced by
Standard Thai and Trat Thai in various aspects — lexicon, phonology and
syntax. The children refuse to learn this language because it does not have a
writing system and they feel a shamed to speak their mother tongue language.
So the Samre langnage is in the most serious of endangerments (Fishman,
1991), where reversing language shift seems to be hopeless. It may be
assumed that if nothing is done, then in about twenty years when the current
speakers die, the. Samre language in Thailand will be lost.
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