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Translating Between Thai and English
and Reconciling the Differences
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Abstract

Translation is a complicated act, as it is no mere substitution of words
in one language with words in another language and as it involves the
transmission of meaning expressed in one set of codes to a different set of
codes. In the case of translating between Thai and English, the task of
bridging the two languages is an enormous one as the gap between them is
quite large. This paper attempts to address problems arising from this gap and
also, to a certain extent, attempts to suggest ways of solving them. At a more
detailed level, it touches upon factors which influence the production of a
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translation, such as grammar usage and structure as well as culture and
perception.
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Faamsezudadrih “Foom® Fadudedlifidlfzonlumnsinguwnslified
'lui’wuﬁisuﬁv‘gmmmﬁgu R l$H3usn Aaduuiudwilui sangkaya 5891
adefumstygaamiuldlul Sienasitedaunsdiluszazusnausnaslidan
dhivhmnefeasls udesiluwdfssiidfnseiadaldBanmmzmyaiedien
damsscdandnanign (neeliisiaes Aeemaseiniiv a Thai dessent
Tumslgsiasdaesyialilidmeduemufudanuiull  mmzdaianldly
dselaauarns i I.Laxﬁ'la‘ﬁmm?uﬁﬂulﬁ'lugﬂuwﬂmmmﬁ (noun phrase)
FaRfdovwninsofenvasfualanniitiy  udfidadasiiaeszeduly
swinlunulaialaifuyld  viewmemaylfsudsuisusnunzuasdaiin
Fasmsazuda Ao e fudiiieneesiidnuaradaaieiilumwidhwng Wy
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- dneigtinamhn uassanfedeadiny custard 15ANERTUBNTIRRTEN
* Wy custard %38 a Thai custard (Hudu dofuesidiidagsmsannsadilannuy
-J s y 1 1 ¥ o J ai . :1 t [} o
wingiidaamssdomslaheninunzldhlUigsnlesivieiidiuduanagud
' o ey Jé & ' a v w w
witaideide anuvmnefidesanliiusaliesiuanavanaluduatnin Ty
URasangEnnhiingee g fesunlderunulames  wu tHeevzuda
@1 “§aen” 1 sangkaya, a Thai dessert made from sugar, flour and eggs W38
(5187992 UBNT sangkaya—a Thai kind of custard utin e
o [ o I Moyt ow w oo .
anUszfuninBinndutigmilhivudminiitiannanauandiama
o = o A a o & o v s ol
Jousssn AeeararismIfaduinnazitiussidevayludsanuiveasnly
r =4 ar ar 1 c’ ar r o
wilildidsuasninillumoanwalonys wu mshnusziuanlianuddgiums
« P ar o o wed ' - o
Wulenyara  viemsiiauasiusanlienudunssgiisiongannnh  videfluw
T v o =
anwsawiantanay manulaninmmasnguiiunwning Jgmiinaswul
- & \l 1 =t v P o n:ih(l v o
da veRunlinwnsnfenuuidhlvenunineiuddagiild danuda
- MY 1 e A & [
wddhaagldbildananduiiaanuduil  manwlsnnaiwlneiuanwm
w iy . d. w 4
snge Jymandhiluwiihimasaslilddaemumnefidausiagiaaniuiias
i) ! o ™M ey ar # . as o & ]
nnifudililadaasnnmedamwluduady  wlanumnaiuzudeg
. . (=] g Adgo o o A = ot (] = o - ar
(implied) Aoy UszduiindutiuGashonfisanuegidudonny iWamnndnuls
e s H A v Vo o o & Vot el R
vingueTludedidauliladausanin lluanuatlaveidsunazlvigsn
d 0w ow & ' g W W @ oa wy
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atulmiegmela@aulufichaiy flasngshuduniuianadilaGasiam
v ¥ H b4
sysiBImEiuagud) SafiwSasfiafiashunldaynumanumnoiuld udy
J ar ol d‘ lﬂ“’ ar Q‘; = T L d‘cl k' J
sumtundslufianagluGesd aundelimmnsadilaanumngluduild &
=2 T A I Vo v \ =4 '
Auhiuhulalemenaumneanuauldsswiumla  wiawdaliasuamamving
E!ﬁ at L} d ¥ = » b T ar or " o
Tues wesndathlsslaaiih “wnusiduchdsuamdluSulnsdwinldy”
4' -:: T al Jﬂ = T T 2 ¥ Va
Henumnaidausiagludseloaiife veuamianumndanmudiTafilaiiy
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anhll5ulnsdwd udszdunalanlifdulassslsslonameiiiauaaninuiliy
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winiszulatiseuadiuilnngaaniniudishys  19fia1nszuend  The
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granddaughter walked on her knees past the grandmother to answer the phone 7§
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U (f‘flﬂﬁmuﬁsiuwmm) Rassfunmundddoasauam veauaaBiu
mdghmglafdsddiedu Wldnhdumiiaudnd wimn@udsanuasly
11 The granddaughter walked on her knees as a gesture of respect past her
grandmother to answer the phone awllumstadeuduatiuvidala :lun‘ifﬁ'ifUN
auaadanfasldiusednsaslludindudaessauddsslulddmosuneg 3l
Bessoild viommeldodinernuialaylshuduviawdamnmssanauay
w%’am:qﬁ"m’hl,ﬂuﬂ'ammﬁ@'u.ﬂaa%mﬂyﬁmﬁammtﬁ"fh

5. unﬂgﬂ

ziuladgmmsudadutiaannanuuanaaeednwasaw ing

mwgangquil  dhunBaufenndatvuamebhmnsalimioufy  waziinas
udymiiiadulunsdfavidhwnefinsssyludsafuiuazaanhnm
o @ ' -t o w . & W S ar o o a o
dunty 1wy Tunsdivaamsld article (Uudu uanniidaiitlymidiennmsiy

y 1 dv H 1 ar 1 4' =i 0" O o IJ =y
(@FBeULTRTOY i TuSswasnmviana (tense) dnmadalidymiiviann
anufisalumsidlasiadnumen (structure) Aieafy wasilymmslisansada

! J [ ar as o o ) nt ar
msdshfiegamsluiamsssuing &aulne sanldlddon walidhmmnlnady
mwangwzianuuandalnatulszmslauaznadisde Jaymanuuan
n 0‘; ¥ v o ar v H 1 c‘ o
inizudlrlddsmsaazesninnnnnduatiulinniigavhinehld  wse
gaanavneiigeesnanlasmwniuiiuvan  milwnedunezastymdiulng
annanuwandniureluuumm dialafimansassmzgihudsduuu
Y [V s v o & v & & a
dhiddialuzudumnmingld  dieduanuuendwiaivansduiomnangl
wuurasmud lmitaufufarlifudanlumsuwsdndaly
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YA DYALRNLAN

1. uanladadendeiinily word-rank-bound translation (Catford 1965:25)
Feaeiilsslondfiipudaennunandussuinlanafnraammauatunss
mundhuansohi _

Seleskovitch (3¢ nﬁ'ﬂﬁ"i’l extra-linguistic knowledge

Catlord 1965: 1

Danks 1997: xi-xviii

deyad 2542: 50

S
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Fyad senthh. 2542, wanmsutla, ngaww: Sninfiaviaminedessiumans,
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