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Abstract

The study aims to 1) identify the word formation processes in Japanese early
childhood vocabulary, 2) investigate the tendency of certain word formation processes
to co-occur with particular semantic domains, and 3) analyse the way socio-cultural
factors are reflected in Japanese early childhood vocabulary. Data were elicited from
Tomosada’s (1997) Zenkoku youjigo jiten [Dictionary of Early Childhood Vocabulary around
the Country]. A total of 281 vocabulary items were categorised into 22 semantic domains.
Word formation processes, the tendency of occurrence of word formation processes in
each semantic domain, and socio-cultural attributes were also analysed. The findings
showed seven word formation processes in Japanese early childhood vocabulary. They
are ranked from highest to lowest as follows: reduplication, onomatopoeia, sound change,
morphemic adaptation (affixation, substitution and omission), conversion, compounding,
and borrowing. The study also revealed a co-occurrence tendency between word
formation processes and semantic domains. The analysis of socio-cultural reflections
indicates that Japanese use of early childhood vocabulary enhances children’s
comprehension and facilitates communication. In addition, it was found that the values
being fostered in Japanese children include a sense of respect and politeness to
surrounding non-human entities, personification of non-human entities, perception of young
children’s small objects as being cute, and close and harmonious relationships between
children and their family members. Other aspects of Japanese culture; for example, food,

clothing, toys, are reflected in early childhood vocabulary as well.

Keywords: early childhood vocabulary, Japanese language, word formation process,

socio-cultural reflection
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1. uni

ﬂﬂwﬂﬁﬁﬁw@%}mmﬁuﬁﬂﬁﬂ (infant directed speech, child directed speech,
baby talk) Flendnwalunnsrsanamwildyaiugvalunanowiyn Wy dneans
dnduius duiusens Mneduius estarans Laz mAW nanAe dnsiaudss
nseendedlidnunuuiin niseenidesiiaineikariitasideninniaund
nsnantRsetennuin mslUsElendu q de 9 Linfuanugnaesmsbhiensal
mslFiidennuvinenianiiung LLazé’NﬁqLaww?%qﬁuaal,ﬁuagjmwﬁw PADAIUY
mslfiRInzdmSuAn (Ferguson, 1977; Garton, 1992; Pine, 1994; Thanavisuth,
1997; Ogura, Yoshimoto, & Tsubota, 1997; Tomosada, 2005; Murase, Ogura, &
Yamashita, 2007; Kobayashi, 2008; 0131 Us¢avs¥gaus, 2556, u. 31-33) landnwal
vosmwiiglngldwaiuidinidndana udnvazanainuldlunrwsg o Suuans
Tiufansusuasuguuuunmwiitelimnzaufuimuinisaaiovesyiuans
fat Ferguson (1977) ldBenamunnguii “vhidlsunniignyhliideiu” (simplified
registers)

o (v d‘ I == v d‘ d‘ yd" [ <@ <@ 1 'y}
amsummﬁgquﬂumsﬂiuLﬂa&mgﬂqumwmiﬁaaamiﬂummaﬂlfuuﬂu

=

Tngnumfsiane A udndndusiuiuunn fefl Kobayashi (2008) lauans

s =

AUl dnduiusuaznseandeidanuuisnidudneazainannulaluvans

[ s o [ [

Tausssu widAnenzdmsunndduinndeswandrsiululusaznie lag
Tunwguiiddwiiamzdmiuindudmaunn Wy cealces (nyannyan),
izoAs (nyanko) “uud” Bsluntwdluglidinn sz (neko) “wun” o
(kirakira), U0 (pikapika), #1EL&A (ohoshisan) “A13” %niumm;ﬁmzﬂs’u’ﬁwdw
EL (hoshi) “am” Hudu uenanilumwidiuddidmiamedmiudnurasiu
Sneneaiuiuanda N 9 WU Mwdangy awTaea fnuddnsiianie
dwsuindudiviudey
Mnnsdrsanuiludendguiinslimdianzdmiuindonigs
sramsaunludinusesriu uazdedng q dmsudin Usngnisaifinanaenndesiu
AMLiures Murase et al. (2007, p. 18) 7191 Tuussmguuuunmuldfuingu
e fdianzduduendnualddadmunisldsnoun seiliesanddn
mzdmiuiniadunvianenguengussiannilsdaiunumlugiugdmiing
(18 fe Swehiivdn 2 Usenns THud 1. wihfidennseansmaiauiniinis
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awwesiniidiliauysal 2. whiliBednuuazIninevesnguiinidndedurouns
Beudes mataudome uazvhaihuesn 4 uenanimiwiamydmiudingsaninse
agviouliifiudnuvazmsdiauiausssy wazanmnndenveadnludanudguuls
Frannguaumanevesidwiianzdmiudndadnduulifomslutinusssiiy
LaznNIsn1sasaidsdeisnnumninesig  sudunamiannnisussnaud
oehdlsfnu msfnwiAiugULuuresfmianzdmsusnlun gy
frnunlaldmudfyiuiinsadusuiiodiiisie nsd nsdewdes wasms
Faumhediiu SnitsmanisAnuinuslinsouaquirdiiamsdmiuifindaileg
udwunnnanifie nansfinwdiineganisunanguanumngue s Anianie
dmsuidinvindu
Freanmetnsiunuiteitseulafnuluussduidilinunsienesieds
Wuszuumaey Téud FBnsaeddianzdmiuinlunndiulneiingzs
MUV BIBN15A319A104 Bauer (1983) Francis (1985) Yule (2010) wag Murase
et al. (2007) wonniaeAnuuliNTUTINgUesisnIsasmimianzdmsy
Winfiduiudiunguanumnevesrndenseunquidmiianzdmiuiinluaudu
WINTY 22 AFUANNMLIY PaendudATIzin AL TnusTSULazlaniFirauin
yfiuiiasounnimdwianzdmiudn seduduamumneresuasisnisais
f TneranisininuaziduesdeauifiiiussloviderdFoununddulugiusanw
ssUsznataunuayliinelddudatumdniianenguiinnouansnthundn
1#é1989 relmAnenudile waznszuinidenuddminfisuuuulidunounnsng
mnnwdluaunafidiesGeuwnuiudou viadumdwidlimlunauynsuamn

gUunily minsenindeguluumuvesimdniianinguetgiainaneeudmali

VY
a a a

AssuanIalinelneg1ailusedniangwu dnvisdeglrdilanmdn dausssy

Yy oy
=X a =

Tutaiinvesrndguuldedednddiu

2. naufiieados
shdetavihiaueuwfn ngud Mfeestunsinuiedsilu 3 Ussiu il
2.1 38nsas19an
mAfeilianasinmsiesimamguinsadiasives Bauer (1983) Frands
(1985) waw Yule (2010) Feagulé 11 33 deil

a
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1) N380A1 (acronym) fia N15UISNYINUNVRIAIMTENY1IANTONGUA
unUsznoutududill Haspelmath (2002, p. 25) na1i1 Ffias1ainsnesee
(alphabet-based abbreviations) wusléidu 2 Uszianfie Fifivissnususnves
Agouneudu (acronym) Wi “NATO” a¥suannsnsnesusnues North Atlantic
Treaty Organization lagg1udud1in “uila” wag n1siidnusgenSeaiuwdn
gruitazssnys (alphabetism) Wy “CD” @¥stuanssnususnyas Compact Disc
lnyeufaz@onesin “on”

Ao ¥

2) NM3BUNdU (backformation) Ao A1AREIUNIANWUEAG1BAUNULE
fudu (affi) wililmeduduean dwaldflmifiadduiniiaeuld W
#131 “donate” (Fn3en) @¥1sTuan “donation” (Frunw) Taesnarudiiianuas
AdefUMEAEL “tion” Ben A1 “edit” (Fn3en) @¥1eTuann “editor” (Frunw)
Tnednduiifidnuazadrefuniiedniy “or” een

3) MsuwaNd (blending) Ae MssamdILveIRliTmmNERLs 2 f
Fuludaduslmifidenumnelml Wy “brunch” Waainn1ssauwes breakfast +
lunch videilunssmauesdilsifiaumnedifusiedfle Wy “euesstimate”
WININNTTIUVDY guess + estimate

4) 138 (borrowing) fie NM3suRa N wBuIlFlun e eny nsBu
wl#lunwdu oramileutunwduatunnussns vieunnsmsannnduatiuths
Tusureadss AunLe vsevingn

5) M58 (clipping) Ao Msfamensdmeludoon slvmduadaglinasy
AU LAY TAUDIAT wmqﬁﬁgﬂﬁmaaﬂ%agﬂuﬁwLmﬁﬂmaqﬁwﬁiéf U NITAR
Ne9ANEIUAIT telephone W “phone” nsdanensanaidlu A1 fantasy W
“fancy” M5AANENeAINElUATIN examination WU “exam” AsAAnesAUTILAY
e w1 influenza u “flu”

6) nMsUseAvgAlm (coinage) Aa n1sAnAEWIlmulElun1w Tneund
fhanunsihdedvedudunldSonunuduiussinndentu wu §191 “Xerox” Ao
\3asdnelenasen3eINIsInelenans W1andiedive Xerox Bradley (1904, p. 154)
I¥nanl3in luuefasnunsadrsilmllnedudduldlunwnanie (Hufds
linsuiivesd Lildsdaduiifuluniwdingy Wldmiuanaiwesseing
wazlaildadretunnismsadisiussnnsng o Bendsmsaderilvadludnuaeiion

» o«

root-creation 1 “fun” “quiz”
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7) nsUszauAl (compounding) A9 miifmﬁwﬁ'ﬁagjLLé’ﬂumméqui 2 @
FuldidefuAndudlnddinumnglnivienndinnumnediy Wy “ice
cream” 11310 ice + cream “mailbox” 11310 mail + box “car seat belt” 11210
car + seat + belt

8) NsLANRUIEALAN/NISILUAAN (affixation/derivation) ABASLANMLLE
Adudhfumhesdasensolidase Tnemhedpuiuasdeadumedibuudas
(derivational morpheme) duduniefmeaumneg feuiudlnfiadaduesi
AMNRLNYLAY/MTvdamuana1elUINAL WU n1siuiilgaRuni (prefix) Tu
A1 “unknown” 11310 un- + known ANSLANRUAEAILANNANN (infix) N1SENRUIE

o a [

AANNAY (suffix) TuA1I1 “moveable” 11391A move + -able @unsLAuMIBAN
AfnAUade (inflectional morpheme) duduniesmabensalldiudunisada
AN IZAUALNUYDIATIALAL

9) Mswasuaiind (conversion) e miﬁwﬁflﬁﬁagLLé’amm?iawﬁwﬁmq
hensallaglaifinsiasuuasgue Wy “diry” UnAduaudn uain andsn
W lddurnsen wuain vlsanusn wu to dirty a shirt

10) n5\aewdes (onomatopoeia) fio Nsideswesassndsitonseneins
sina 9 wadadusielddomumnediduiunionisnsyriit 9 Wy “meow”
NP9 Ll@BITDUDIUIN “bang” Nens 1@BUU “click” 18D 1@e9Aan naRsAdn
D

11) nsld3eiany (proper name) fie n1sidelanizvesau Awes
anuifdumanday@donumnglsiviilu wu “Robin Hood” wlai msdnluend
oefluislosegnaiinngmnesnaindevesiazaslunmeuns

2.2 Bnsaemdwiianzdmiuanlunugiu

Murase et al. (2007, p. 20) la53Usd3sn1sasesmfmrianizdmsuaniy
mmzﬁﬂummm%’amq 3 WUTTIA 6 sUlUY 6’?1"@ﬂiamqﬁ%'msa%ﬁq@Twﬁ'wmﬂwma
AsEneTNIULN S

1) Madeuide (5 EEO M A) e udomednd domeddliidin
WAZLAIRANIANIN WU D Ab A (wanwan) “gily” 1E—A (pomn) “lew”

2) Mg (BRoKE) fe nstrdladuniae Tnefiuandum
Beudoadolildmibeudonls sauffifinsdadeen domdywuzdou () dos

111



MIFIWMaNImans U7 38 atuil 2 (nsngieu - S 2563)
JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE AND LINGUISTICS 38, 2 (JULY - DECEMBER 2020)

woysuzazne (A) TuALUISINEAIRA 191 737737 (kamikami) REY” 1Co—lc
(nya:nya) “iun”

3) MssANgUasTsm (HEEFEREO M) Aip MTAuiheALal 35- (o) ntmue
AUMNENAN LU F5&772 (osakana) “Uan”

4 mainlade EREOMN) fo MSHNIgAFNNIEMIEANILNY
AN WU -XA (ssan) -BoA (-chan) <A (-kun) -Z (-ko) =% (-pe) TuA1In <ESA
(kumasan) “viil” HA B A (wanchan) “guiv”

5) mswasudss (Fois) fe mawdsudssunadodudanwiglng Wy
<7 (peso) “dsio” Waswduswnmin ~z (heso) 12w —Ice (nyunyu) “Yruy
$7 WasuAsInmIn Xeilced (gyuunyuu)

6) Mydaudes (FoEms) Ao nisdadesunadesumnuglvg wu <2
(yada) “inden ldfeen1s” iinannnisamidss v () Tua1in w72 (yada)

2.3 wualdun1susnguasdsnisasisadniianizadmsuanluudasngy
AUNNTY

msAnyluUssfiuil Ainusngnegsinuiinsasedusas suuuuiivsnglu
AN iRINZdmSUANNGUAURNIEAA 9 W 91889 Tomosada (2005, pp. 64-65)
FahiausiomzBnsasiuuumsideudssiiusnglunguaumanesig 4 Nuves
Tomosada (2005, pp. 83-84) Fuiiaueaniz3snsasemuuunsiumef iy
fusnglunguaramnesing 4 Tnsanmssvsateya §idedfuinnsfnuiiag
nanfisiie $1uBes Murase et al. (2007) Fafnwuudlifunsusnguesisnisaiied
vannmanegUuuudusAumAilanzdmiuianly 6 nguammane leun &
SIUNTLY BINTHATLASEIRL 1ASBILAINTY dIUAN 9 VB9519N8 FLanteINISIAL
Fruondnunly nanISANYINUIENSA LY Madeuidies n1sen innflan sesaan
fio naiiumhesuiy agldFensed 1 delud
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a
N1919 1

Wnsafuminuluwdaznguauring 3nuYes Murase et al. (2007)

. ERRFERNGH
NAUANUNINY — ” PR .
GREPIGEN 97 GIANABUENY  RNRUIALAL

&n @) O @) O ({adw)
YIUNINUY O O O —
91NTUALIATIRY O O O O (gUdassn)
\3BALAINIY — O — —
AR89 V89319 - - - O (guassn)
ANLANIDINITUAZATUDNAN WY O O O —
NUNBLUR: wiaaiy O = wu, — = iy

3. dayauazisn1sig

3.1 doya

FUTWAANInzd T uAnaINNAILIYNTUAT AN ANz uLAn
yiuszine [2E%EFL (Tomosada, 1997) aednideniamziitssyinld
dhuszne (alldnuni) snfinw nuddwiangdmsuifiniidu 281 61 Sauang
Anamiang 154 enavine (nensiiutoyanuiseadaiidndenisendunsisnsan
938555UMTIVE I ULLEEURIRUENTIUNITITETTIUNMTIVE TULLEE UM INeNdesvsiy
JUNTINWL)

3.2 /M5

1) dnnguendng 281 i TngduunaunguaumnedadinuUasnann JCDIs'
Y89 Ogura and Watamaki (2004) 1§ 22 nquaumsng i 1) d0d 2) enuniviue
3) ey 4) MsidunEEnde 5) 9195 6) 1ATesRN 7) LAdpsain LsesUsEy
8) 1A3esd10719 9) afaznneuen 10) d@wene g nelusianie 11) anmsienie

' JCDIs #9130 “Technical Manual of the Japanese MacArthur Communicative Development Inventory:
Words and Gestures” %58 [ A A i~ v —H—FLE WL SRR EE I 3L 218D | F51 ] Ao sonisendni
atununguudsgmirliussiduimunmsmsnmyveadnidniaunsniuding q lusenisidmildud
3eli (Stanford University, 2015) é{’m%’mmi%’aﬁlﬁﬂ%’wszanmﬂ&jmmmmmﬂLﬁﬂﬁaﬂ Wielwnnsuans
nafruaziSndamud iy
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12) westiwasuaziadsing g 13) Jagasedddlutiuduan o 14) s35um@ 15) Au

=

16) ALanI@INNT 17) Auendnva 18) A1UanANIAN 19) ANT9 20) BU 9
(ARAED) 21) Bu 9 (Mslie/mssnw) 22) Bu ¢ (Ludingw)

2) Wrsgin B nsadddiianzdmiudininuluuiaznguannumine
lng8nnumnguin13a3neA1ves Bauer (1983) Francis (1985) Yule (2010) uag
Murase et al. (2007) nstivesfiiadnstunnvaneisnsUssneudu ity — A= Asi
(konkonsan) “vanisen” azfmualiduinindeudsstemomnisen “i
(kon) N1591 = A= A (konkon) ua MstAutade -xA (-san)

3) agUaBn1sas i dnrianigd msuiin wennINLAaZNaNANNLIY
nieuauansuuliinisuinguesisnisadedluusaznduanuming

4) inneiamdsnsiaussauuadlaniimiveasnynduiiaziouanddi
amzdmsuin luduanumanevessLayIsnsas e

4. Nan15IY
NANISIT8zULAUD 2 USTify fatl
4.1 FBmsadreadnirnizdmsuanlunivnglu

<

HANTAATIZINUTENTas A amzdmsuanlun gy 7 suluy

De
=De

4.1.1 nM59

wu¥eway 67.97 Tufounnnguariming Taglanizeg1sds nauammINg
dnd olyznieuen war AuaneINTs wudld 2 sUkuy nunludey el

1) ﬂ’]i%’]ﬁﬂ%ﬂ@l WU v (haihai) “Aa1u” [W1INANNTET BEVVET
(haimasu) “Aany” Tnedn E9 (masu) ThernSewassanual’ < (tete) “flo”
11270 F (te) “80”] dhvdon» (aka-aka) “Tanln” [1131n 77 (aka) “Bune”] -&3%
(sukisuki) “wau” [W1AN AFE (suki) “¥aU”] ZbuVIbu (kowaikowai) “nda/
UINF” [0 1L (kowai) “Na/dIng”]

? Fmsadesdiguuuiifuindunnnlungudiuantenis Tnedlassadeduuy In3e13U &2 (masu) +
313U £ (masu)) Faduguuuihansenlunmnilvgnusudieudumdwinmegdmiunnlasuunn

WU 7278 (namename) “1@8” [119100587 72 £9 (namemasu) “8g”]
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2) 3TV WU T (tette) “To” [1191n T (te) “Hlo”] br—bH1
(cho:cho) “Fide” [Inann i (chou) “Hide”] Ak (nenne) “usw” [N 25
(neru) “wau”]

4.1.2 M3LaguLdss

wuFegar 51.60 lnenunINlUNGUANUVINEFRT Uay AUARIINTT Loy
fanuadunisihdndeudssiifotestuasing g ldun idesfinaning dnf
Msnsedin wadsidnsiiamsdmsudnussandiuiunaz/mMieinsen iede
AnumneRsayMsnsEYiti o sl 5 suLuU 91nunnluiey il

1) Matdidoudes Wy babi (wanwan) “giv” BnINdeasies
qiv] b—b (momo) “¥3” [Wnidessesvesid] bk (kachikachi) “wwnn”
[nanndesuniinuiu] LA s (tonton) “A” “naes” [I1andesiintuand]
L—L (shi:shi) “8 (wa/n3e7)” [unanidessedaans]

2) Mmswlasuriiadivesdndeudesaindidasel dudinien wu =<A
(gokun) “fu-ndw” [Wanidesdiinenaenaifundurennall H—Ai (an) “&
U1n” nnidesditinnigl SA4 (goron) “nAyma” [NAINEEILAANIINAY]
waz nAAwalllumuy wu »— (me) “ung” [anidesioosng] S—
(bu) “tha/thewiin” mnamdsata]

3) MsasuLUandsesAEeudes W 1E-1%— (poppo:) “sadnsleri”
[N NS EEIVNER 1Eo1E (poppo) sﬁaLﬂuﬁ’nﬁamﬁawgmaﬁa%’m
Tov)

4) nsiunhedfusutuiideudsdaduniieanununendnnunig
Fuguassn - (o) W .5 (obu) “t1v/tndeou/an” anandeathay s—
(bu:)] NMsuFNtaE -= (-ko), -S4 (-san), -5 (-chi) WU (22 AT (nyanko) “Wud” [17
NS oo (nyan)] Lo2 “3 (Wn/n3en)” [nannnisiasudoswes
Adeudesdietaany L— (shi)] ZAZASA (konkonsan) “van3seen” (11910
Fosdeveamininen ZA (kon)] =554 (gorogorosan) “@netin” [mannides
#1599 =% (goro)] HAH (unchi) “B (W/n387)” [WIANLELAUL HA (Un)] NISLAL
guassauazilady wu sL-2 (oshikko) “A (Ww/nden)”

5) NMsUsvauAnfgudss nAdilaseasna [ Andeudes + Aldeudes
WU H-1F— (appo:) “vNIn” [W1an &H- (ap) + 1F— (po:) Faudsunasdesan
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o 1

A1 Lo (shap) D M9 NUINUWIAI ey 134 (pon) A9 NN INRBUEINRLIN
Beudesuds Tnadadss sh fuf wazdewdss n shesndudosen]

4.1.3 nswasusasmades

wu¥eway 43.06 lufeuynnguannuming lnglanzegnadanguaumng
AKEnIeINTS wusla 3 sUiuy anannluides el

1) Maaswdss Wy BuH— (oichi) “e908” 1190 UL (oishil)
“p308” FuUdsudss sh B ch]

2) MIFIFD 15U > (mes), — (me?) “93n” Bnanmsfiudesingie
Feaenwheddn B (me) “aan” Fadudluawiglng Taovhanlddeaumneg
Inslwuumdnsiiangdusuin]

3) MIAALEYS-NENA WU 1FoH— (bacchi:) “@nusn” [U131NN15@A ba
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