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Abstract

The aims of this research are to analyze language usage in naming mosques
in Bangkok, including language origin and meaning; and also to study reflections from
the interpretation of cultures in those mosque names. The research data involved 183
mosque names in Bangkok, compiled from both registered and unregistered mosques.
Qualitative research methods were employed in this research and; the data were analyzed
according to the research objectives. The results show that language usage to name
mosques in Bangkok can be divided into four types, including 166 Arabic names
(90.71%); 11 Thai names (6.01%); 3 Thai mixed with Arabic names (1.64%); 2 Malay-Java
names (1.09%); and 1 Thai mixed with Urdu name (0.55%) respectively. In terms of the
meanings of mosque names, there are 11 categories including 38 names on meaning
characteristics from the religion of Islam (20.76%); 23 names on the meaning of love,
harmony and unity within Islam (12.11%), 21 names on the meaning of places and
buildings (11.46%); 21 names on the meaning of morality and goodness (11.46%); 21
names on the meaning of guidance (also called “Hidayah”) (11.46%); 18 names on the
meaning of faith, piety and fear of Allah (also known as “Tagwa”) (6.00%); 11 names on
the meaning of heaven (6.00%); 9 names on meaning of loyalty to Allah (4.92%); 7 names
on the meaning of appellation and characteristics of Allah (3.82%); and 4 famous people
names (2.18%), respectively. There are 6 groups of the reflections about interpretation of
cultures from mosques’ names in Bangkok, including building faith in the unity of Allah
(also known as “Tawhid”); persisting in Islamic society; conducting insurance (also known as
“Takaful”) and reciprocity in heaven; defining Islamic identity; cultivating Islamic morality;
and recording community history. The results also indicate that, according to the Royal
Policy for Education of His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Bodindradebayavarangkun
(King Rama X), the identity and thinking system of Thai-Muslim people are most important

to strengthen peace in this multicultural society.

Keywords: mosque names, Thai language and culture, interpretation of culture
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